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The public hearing was closed at 7:06 p.m.
2. Park Improvement Public Input Hearing

Ken Keitel, Terraspec, stated that a Master Plan was formed for the City of Jennings Parks in 1999-
2000, and the plan should be updated every fifteen to twenty years. He stated that the last public
input session was concerning improvements being made to Koeneman, Lions, and Sievers Parks.
A request for satellite parks in the southern Jennings wards was made at that session. Terraspec
asked that each of the councilmembers submit one or two lots that were owned by the City that
could be considered viable as satellite parks in different wards. Ken stated that Terraspec had
received identified lots from Wards 1, 3, and 4. The following park schematics were indicated by
a projector and shared through Zoom.

Ken stated that over the years, improvements to Koeneman Park have been made according to the
Master Plan from 2000. He stated that proposed improvements to the park were the addition of a
fishing deck to Stichnote Island in the fishing lake, including a small toddler (tot) lot at the far
north end of the lot near the Lake Pavilion, and the addition of the roller-skating rink near the
property line to the east. Ken stated that the proposed roller-skating rink will be approximately the
same size as the roller-skating rink constructed in the City of Dellwood.

Ken stated that after the last public input session, some suggestions for Koeneman Park that were
received were the addition of benches, additional shade structures around the lake with benches,
major tree planting for the park, and a shelter to the Stichnote Island in addition to the proposed
fishing deck with pavilions.

Ken stated that some small mini shelters will be added along the roller-skating rink. Councilwoman
Fountain Henderson inquired about the location of the roller-skating rink. Ken stated that it would
be located between the large pavilion and the fenced property line to the east of the property, away
from the main parking area.

Councilman Johnson asked if the $1.3 million project will be done in phases. Ken affirmed that
the park improvements will be completed in phases through municipal park grants from St. Louis
County which are approximately $465,000.

Ken stated that the proposed improvement to Lions Park will be the addition of a tennis court on
the southwest section of the park. He stated that a picnic area will have to be relocated to
accommodate the tennis court as it was the most level section of the park.

Councilwoman Clower asked if the tennis court would be lighted. Ken stated that it was not
planned to be a lighted tennis court, especially since the court would be located so close to a
residential area. He pointed out that the park does close at night. Councilman Stichnote stated that
the park closes at 9 p.m. Councilwoman Clower asked if he would consider the installation of
lights since in the summer, it often gets dark around 8:30 p.m. Councilman Stichnote stated that
the park will be closed in the wintertime and the gates are locked to Lions Park at the beginning
of November until April 1%, He expressed concern over the cost to light the tennis court. Ken stated
that it would cost approximately $75,000 to light the tennis court.

Councilwoman Fountain Henderson expressed concern that there was not sufficient parking at
Lions Park. Councilman Stichnote stated that parking had been improved. Ken stated that the
parking had also been adjusted for better organization of vehicles being parked.

Councilwoman Brown asked if it was typical to seek public input regarding the installation of
lighting for the tennis court. Ken stated that cut-off lights would be installed for the court and
would not cast any light on neighboring properties. He stated that the lighting was a good idea, the
cost factor would have to be considered but the installation could be done in another phase. He
suggested a public input session be held to discuss the installation of lighting.
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some time. He stated that he called Mayor Austin about the issue, and she stated that she would
send someone by, but no one has come by with the street sweeper.

The resident reported that the sewer behind his property was caving in. Mayor Austin reported that
as soon as she had received his phone call, Jim Maixner, Public Works Director, had gone to the
area of concern. The resident reported that at the corner near the curb of College Avenue and
Idlewild Avenue, there was a deep hole that has been there for quite some time. He stated that he
had reported the pothole, and nothing had been done about it. The resident reported that the Flordell
Hills had roadwork from West Florissant Avenue to Jennings Station Road done, and the street
need to be repaved down to I-70. Mayor Austin asked if the street was on the list.

Councilman Johnson introduced himself to the resident and reported to him that the council
members have inquired about the same street for some time. He stated that he had heard from
residents in that area that the streets have not been paved in thirty to forty years and has been told
that the Public Works Department has not had the staff to pave them. He asked Kellie if the streets
could be paved by contractors.

Jim reported that College Avenue, Main Street, and Sharidge Drive were slated for paving in the
2022-2023 fiscal year. He reported that Public Works did not have the operators and crew to pave
those streets. He stated that the City was pursuing contractors to complete the work which may
cost the City $300,000, versus $100,000 using City staff.

Kellie stated that the CDBG funds that were being discussed are allocated for next year and could
be used for street repair. Councilwoman Clower expressed concern over the poor condition of
Janet Avenue. Jim stated that the plan for street repair will have to be reevaluated. She suggested
that the 5300 block of Janet Avenue should also be considered for street improvements.

A resident that lives on the 1900 block of D’ Amato Court reported that there are potholes in the
street deep enough that children sit along the street edge and hang their legs into the holes. She
stated that the potholes are dangerous. She stated that there is a metal plate covering one of the
potholes but not the other holes in the street.

Councilwoman Clower reported that she had spoken with Jim about the issue, and he stated that it
was the responsibility of the Metropolitan Sewer District (MSD). She requested that he follow up
with MSD and that it be reflected in the Public Works Department monthly report.

Sharon Stewart, 8300 block of Osborn Drive, reported that she took pictures of her street, and
sent them to Councilwoman Morton who forwarded them to Jim. She stated that she had lived on
that street for thirty-six years and during that time, it had never been paved. She stated that during
the recent heavy rainfall the water came up under the pavement and there is a large pothole directly
in front of her driveway.

Jim reported that the Public Works Department was severely understaffed, and the department was
doing its best to maintain reported high grass properties. Mayor Austin stated that Osborn Drive
will be added to the list of streets for repair.

Councilwoman Morton inquired via Zoom when demolitions were to begin and where the home
improvement applications can be found. Kellie stated that applications for home repairs are done
through St. Louis County, a brochure regarding the program guidelines is available and will be
provided to Councilwoman Morton and anyone interested in the program.

Kellie reported that the City of Jennings demolished 8 homes in June 2022 using the 2020 CDBG
funds. She stated that there was approximately $49,785.71 remaining. She explained what the

home repair program was and that St. Louis County manages the program. Kellie stated that should
the City choose to include the remainder of the 2020 CDBG funds into 2021 CDBG funds, it would
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On the motion made by Councilwoman Brown, seconded by Councilman Wilson, the City Council
approved the minutes from the Regular Meeting of July 25, 2022. The minutes were approved by
the following roll call vote of the councilmembers, voting in favor: Allan Stichnote, Terry Wilson,
Jane Brown, and Joseph Turner; Yolonda Fountain Henderson, Dr. Kimberly Morton, Lorraine
Clower, and Gary Johnson opposed. Mayor Austin voted in favor of approving the minutes.

Councilwoman Fountain Henderson stated she still had not received an answer to the question she
asked on page 14 of the July 25, 2022, minutes, regarding the ARPA Fund Small Business Grant
Application from Dianna Drake, Special Services Coordinator. Deletra Hudson, City Clerk, stated
that Dianna does not handle the ARPA Small Business Grant. Mayor Austin stated that she asked
Kellie to answer Councilwoman Fountain Henderson’s question. Kellie stated the Small Business
Grant was for up to $5,000, and the business must select one option on the grant application, but
the selection may not total $5,000. Councilwoman Fountain Henderson suggested that the
language be removed from the grant application. Kellie stated that it had been removed from the
revised grant application and she will send the application to the City Council.

C. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONERS, REMONSTRATIONS, COMPLAINTS, AND
REQUESTS

1. Presentation — Employee Recognition by Deletra Hudson, City Clerk

Deletra presented Khianna Ward DeGarmo, Deputy City Clerk, with a certificate of appreciation
for demonstrating outstanding leadership and responsibility in guiding the City Clerk-Finance
Office Team during Deletra’s absence in July 2022.

2. Comments by the public. (Please sign in. Comments are limited to 3 minutes. See Decorum
Ordinance.)

Culeta Hendricks, 8404 McLaran Avenue, thanked the City Council for the approval of two speed
bumps. She stated that one speed bump was placed but she believed it had been installed in the
wrong area, near the stop sign on the opposite side of the street. She suggested that the speed bump
be placed at Ada Avenue and McLaran Avenue.

Ms. Hendricks asked who maintained the landscaping at Buzz Westfall Plaza. Councilwoman
Fountain Henderson stated that Buzz Westfall Plaza was responsible for the maintenance of the
landscaping at the plaza. Ms. Hendricks reported that there had been a tree laying on its side on
the property for weeks. Mayor Austin asked Schona McClellon, Director of Housing, to connect
with Ms. Hendricks to get pictures of the issue and contact Buzz Westfall Plaza.

JoAnne Clay, 5562 Albia Terrace, reported the tall grass at the corner of College Avenue and
Marge Avenue. She stated that it was her second time making a complaint about the property. She
also reported that a Public Works truck was spotted near the 5600 block of Albia Terrace to cut
grass. Ms. Clay asked Jim when Public Works will be coming to the 5500 block of Albia Terrace.

Ms. Clay reported that there was trash debris from trailers parking on the streets. She reported poor
street lighting on Apricot Avenue beginning at College Avenue. She requested that resident
requests be taken care of before the needs of businesses.

Ms. Clay addressed Councilman Wilson about the issues she reported at the July 25, 2022, City
Council meeting, which he would take care of but have not been addressed.

Freddie Bracy, not present.

Clarence Britton, 2200 block of Switzer Avenue, reported speeding vehicles down Switzer
Avenue, from Jennings Station Road to Clifton Drive. Mr. Britton asked when speed bumps would
be installed on the 2200 block of Switzer Avenue, on the opposite side of where other speed bumps
have been installed. Jim stated that he would have to check if a traffic study had been completed
for that section of Switzer Avenue, but he would follow up on the request. Councilwoman Clower
stated that the requested block of Switzer Avenue had not been approved.

Councilwoman Clower stated that Councilman Johnson, Councilwoman Fountain Henderson,
Councilwoman Morton, and herself are fighting for the residents.
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reported that the Building Department had pushed down seventy-seven properties to Public
Works in the last two weeks.

Councilman Stichnote reported that there was a Neighborhood Watch meeting at Windfall Trace
Apartments on August 17, 2022. He stated that there was quite a turnout.

Councilwoman Fountain Henderson requested that there be more than twelve seats for the
public to attend the City Council meeting. She reported that 2504 Shannon Avenue and 2525
Hord Avenue were listed as health hazards. She stated that the truck has been moved out of the
driveway and the property should be able to be accessed to address weeds and high grass.

Councilwoman Fountain Henderson asked who decided to update the system in the middle of
the grass-cutting season. She stated that Dianna should have brought it to the City Council, the
Council could have stopped the migration and it could have been done in the wintertime.

Councilwoman Fountain Henderson reported that someone was operating a mechanic shop out
of their home at 2443 Hord Avenue, as well as at Leamont Drive and Dorwood Drive. She stated
that mechanic shops are not allowed in residential areas and are blocking the flow of traffic on
the street.

Councilwoman Fountain Henderson stated that she had two back-to-school giveaways. She
thanked Councilman Johnson, Councilman Turmer, and Councilman Wilson for attending the
back-to-school events.

Councilwoman Fountain Henderson asked about the marquee at Sievers Park. She also asked for
an update on the repair of the fence at Sievers Park. She stated that she supported Councilwoman
Clower and Ward 4 because there is a visible difference in the wards. She stated that there was
a problem with dogs at the 2443 Hord Avenue mechanic shop. Councilwoman Fountain
Henderson thanked those who supported her campaign for State Representative in the August
2022 Election.

Mayor Austin asked Willie Brandon, Parks and Recreation Director, who reported that the fence
repair was pending the acquisition of materials, the contractor for the fence repair has already
been selected and the funds are available for the repair. Deletra reported that there was a
motherboard or computer glitch on the marquee at Sievers Park and her team was working to get
the marquee operational.

Councilwoman Brown reported that the Back-to-School Jamboree was the largest and best in
2022. She stated that many vendors had visited the City for the first time, share a lot of resources
at the event and she received a whole packet of information. Councilwoman Brown stated that
some of the information included in the packet were school youth programs and career path
information from construction to HVAC training and technology training. She stated that if
anyone was interested to connect with her and some information would be available at the front
counter of City Hall. Councilwoman Brown stated that the ‘I love Jennings School District’
relays the sentiments of the residents of Jennings. She reported that Superintendent Dr. Paula
Knight gave an assuring report on the Jennings School District (JSD) plans concerning safety
for the students of JSD on Channel 5 News KSDK.

Councilwoman Brown thanked Schona for being able to comfort a resident who was distraught
over the overgrown lot behind her home. She stated that the resident was overjoyed and sent an
email to Councilwoman Brown with her positive feedback.

Councilwoman Brown thanked Kellie for her in-depth report on economic development in the
City. She stated that she looked forward to the community development beautification project.
She stated that residents may respond well to make the project a success as it moved forward in
Spring 2023.

Councilwoman Brown congratulated Willie for becoming a Certified Park Safety Inspector. She
stated that the City also welcomed Rita Ellison, Parks and Recreation Administrative Assistant.
She reported that they were featured in the Summer 2022 edition of the Missouri Parks and
Recreation publication.
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Councilman Johnson provided feedback to Capt. Mann about the Community Crime Lead Portal.
He stated that he used the portal and received a good response from the Police Department and
followed up on the complaint he lodged and found that it had been addressed. He appreciated Capt.
Mann making the portal available to the residents of Jennings.

Councilman Johnson reported that there was a Ward 3 meeting on August 20, 2022, that was well
attended. He reported that he also attended the Back-to-School Jamboree, where he helped
residents register to vote. Councilman Johnson stated that he hosted a giveaway for those
registering to vote, featuring a forty-inch television.

Councilman Johnson stated that he guaranteed that the properties that Councilman Stichnote
reported a few months back will most likely have high grass. He quoted Sam, stating that if a
property has visibly excessively high grass that the Public Works Department may move forward
to cut the grass. Councilman Johnson asked if a property has been determined an emergency
nuisance, why photographs must be taken of the property and why are items being sent back to the
Building Department.

Councilman Johnson stated that every month, the Building Department's monthly report provides
documentation of the workload the department sees. He stated that the Public Work Department's
monthly report does not provide enough information about what work is done per month.

Councilwoman Clower thanked Schona for taking the time to discuss an issue that was addressed
with the help of a Code Enforcement Inspector. She started to continue what Councilman Johnson
did, she thanked Schona for her detailed monthly report to the City Council. Councilwoman
Clower stated to Jim that the Public Works Department's monthly report was not sufficient.

Councilwoman Clower reported that there will be a cleanup on September 17, 2022, that the Police
Department will be leading. She stated that she and Councilman Turner would be unable to attend.
She informed those who would like to volunteer at the cleanup to contact the Police Department.

Councilwoman Clower suggested that Jim begin requesting more temporary staff from the staffing
agency since the Public Works Department is experiencing so much turnover with them. She
reported that a resident has requested a speed bump at the corner of Wilborn Drive and Harney
Avenue. She asked Jim to follow up with the resident who requested speed bumps across Jennings
Station Road, on Switzer Avenue.

Councilwoman Clower reported that she spoke with Sam regarding increasing Ward Funds for the
City Council to $1500, to empower the City Council to be able to help address issues.
Councilwoman Clower stated that there was a division among the wards. She stated that the City
was crying out for help and did not understand why the wards look different than each other.

Councilwoman Clower reported that she had a meeting with Kellie and thanked her for the
structure of the Economic Development monthly report. She stated that the Public Work
Department report was only a call list, and it does not reflect what he has stated about the Public
Works workload.

Councilman Turner reported that August has been quite a hot month and has seen quite a bit of
rain. He stated that the process to address high grass has been tweaked a little, so the process has
been moving a little faster. He encouraged Jim that the Public Works Department is doing the best
it can with its resources.

Councilman Turner reported that at 8510 Hamilton Avenue the resident who lived there had moved
to a senior living facility on a Saturday and by Sunday someone went to the home and stole the air
conditioning unit. He stated that the people who purchased the property have been cooperative and
have begun work on it.

Councilman Turner noted that Belle Avenue was on the demolition list as well as a couple of other
Ward 4 streets, he appreciated that they will be addressed.

Councilman Turner received a gift card from the school on Ada Wortley Avenue, he saw a sign
for the City Center. He stated that what you see is what you get and cautioned everyone about what
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Mayor Austin reported that there will be a new KFC constructed at the corner of Ada Wortley
Avenue and Jennings Station Road, which was due to be completed by the end of September 2022.
Mayor Austin reported that the City has made progress with the City Center project by working
with KAI Architects. She stated that evening the City Council will vote on the General Contractor
Agreement.

Mayor Austin reported that the Prince Hall Masons Parade will be on September 11, 2022,
assembling at 12 p.m. at the Jennings Senior High School.

Mayor Austin asked Capt. Mann to speak on the new police initiative and camera registration
program. Capt. Mann reported that the Jennings Precinct has made a Community Crime Lead
Portal available to residents. The program provides real-time information to officers during their
shifts, anyone with a smartphone can scan the QR code and access the portal to make an entry. He
stated that any officer can access the concerns and for him to track what is being reported.

Capt. Mann reported that the community camera program has taken off which began in the Fall of
2021. He stated that the goal of the program was to map the cameras of civilians that may assist in
investigating crime and making Jennings a safer place.

D. MONTHLY DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS

On the motion made by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilman Stichnote, the City Council
approved the monthly departmental reports. All in favor; none opposed.

Councilman Johnson requested proof that the Federal government has mandated that the 8709
Xograph Avenue site be secured by security services, while the Environmental Protection Agency
worked with the City to clean up the hazardous materials. Deletra stated that she would get the
information from Lt. Jones and follow up with Councilman Johnson.

Councilwoman Clower requested that the Public Works Department monthly report be more
detailed. Councilman Johnson asked for clarification on the Public Works report on why Dianna
Drake’s name was on included in the report. Mayor Austin stated that Dianna assisted the Building
Department in pushing nuisance property complaints down to Public Works. Jim stated that he
was working with MyGov to have a more detailed abatement report.

Councilman Johnson requested that Jim simplify the identification process for emergency nuisance
properties. Councilwoman Clower requested that Jim share with Schona the ordinance regarding
easements. She asked Sam to clarify the emergency abatement ordinance. Sam stated that the
emergency abatement of properties was based on a judgment call that the property was a direct
risk to the health and safety of Jennings residents. Councilman Johnson and Councilwoman
Clower expressed concerns about extreme cases of high grass in their wards. Councilwoman
Clower requested the emergency abatement be discussed at the next Public Works and Building
Committee meeting. Councilwoman Brown stated that it would be added to the agenda.

Councilwoman Fountain Henderson requested her username and password for MyGov access. Jim
stated that the public MyGov portal was on the City website, and the user access information for
the City Council had been sent out. Deletra stated that Dianna will follow up with Councilwoman
Fountain Henderson.

E. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

1. Ways and Means & Public Safety Committee — Councilman Wilson stated that there was a
joint meeting on August 3, 2022, at 6 p.m. The committee discussed the ARPA Fund Budget
Amendment and approved the reallocation of $40,000 from the Awnings for Businesses line of
budget for a Trash Services Grant available for fifty residents per ward, pending application.

Councilman Wilson reported that there was a meeting on August 15, 2022, at 6 p.m. The committee
approved the recommendation of the General Contractor Agreement and the budget amendment
for the ARPA Fund.

2. Public Works & Building Committee — Councilwoman Brown reported that in the August 3,
2022, joint meeting, the committee discussed the approval of the honorary street naming for Pastor
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3. AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF JENNINGS, MISSOURI, APPROVING A
PETITION TO RE-SUBDIVIDE AND/OR CONSOLIDATE 5 LOTS FOR THE WEST
WALNUT MANOR PLAT 2 SUBDIVISION FILED BY A CARING PLUS
FOUNDATION, INC.

On the motion for the first reading made by Councilwoman Brown, seconded by Councilman
Johnson for Bill #2692. Sam did the first reading of the ordinance. On the motion made by
Councilwoman Fountain Henderson, seconded by Councilman Wilson, for the second reading.
Sam did the second reading of the ordinance.

Bill #2692 became Ordinance #2627 by the following roll call vote of the councilmembers, voting
in favor: Allan Stichnote, Yolonda Fountain Henderson, Terry Wilson, Jane Brown, Dr. Kimberly
Morton, Gary Johnson, Lorraine Clower, and Joseph Turner; none abstaining nor opposed.

G. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
H. NEW BUSINESS
1. Approval of the General Contractor Agreement for the City Center Project

On the motion made by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilwoman Brown, the City Council
approved the recommendation from the City’s Construction Management Team and KAI
Architects to execute a General Contractor Agreement with Hankins Construction, not to exceed
$12.7 million. The General Contractor Agreement for the City Center Project was approved by the
roll call vote of councilmembers voting in favor: Allan Stichnote, Jane Brown, Terry Wilson, Dr.
Kimberly Morton, Lorraine Clower, and Joseph Turner; Yolonda Fountain Henderson and Gary
Johnson opposed.

2. Approval of the budget amendment for the ARPA Fund

On the motion made by Councilman Turner, seconded by Councilman Wilson, the City Council
approved the recommendation to transfer $25,000 from the ARPA demolition line and $38,175.50
from the ARPA budget surplus to the security officers’ line for the monitoring of the 8709 Xograph
Avenue site. Councilwoman Fountain Henderson opposed. The line-item transfer was approved
by the following roll call vote of councilmembers voting in favor: Allan Stichnote, Jane Brown,
Terry Wilson, Dr. Kimberly Morton, Lorraine Clower, and Joseph Turner; Yolonda Fountain
Henderson and Gary Johnson opposed.

3. Approval of the resolution for the honorary street naming for Pastor Dennis

On the motion made by Councilwoman Fountain Henderson, seconded by Councilwoman Clower,
the City Council approved the resolution to provide an honorary street name and placement of two
signs at Jennings Crossing to Rev. Leonard D. Dennis Way. All in favor; none opposed.
4.Approval of a speed bump at Ranch Meadow Avenue and Dorwood Drive

On the motion made by Councilwoman Fountain Henderson, seconded by Councilman Wilson,
the City Council approved the recommendation for the installation of a speed bump at Ranch
Meadows Drive and Dorwood Drive. All in favor; none opposed.

5. Approval of the monthly bills for payment.

On the motion made by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilwoman Brown, the City Council
approved the monthly bills for payment. All in favor; none opposed.

I. MAYOR'S CLOSING REMARKS

Mayor Austin thanked those who those in person for staying and those who stayed on the Zoom
for the City Council meeting.

J. CLOSED SESSION, LEGAL AND PERSONNEL (RSMO 610:021-3)
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