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Also present: Mayor Yolanda Austin; Deletra Hudson, City Clerk; Sam Alton, City Attorney.
3. Approval of the Agenda

On the motion made by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilwoman Jones, the Council
approved the agenda for the meeting. All in favor; none opposed.

4. Approval of the minutes from the Regular Meeting of July 27, 2020.

On the motion made by Councilwoman Brown, seconded by Councilwoman Jones, the Council
approved the minutes from the Regular Meeting of July 27, 2020. All in favor; none opposed.

5. Approval of the minutes from the Special City Council Meeting of August 5, 2020.

On the motion made by Councilwoman Clower, seconded by Councilwoman Jones, the Council
approved the minutes from the Special City Council Meeting of August 5, 2020. All in favor;
none opposed.

C. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONERS, REMONSTRATIONS, COMPLAINTS AND
REQUESTS

1. Comments by public. (Please sign in. Comments are limited to 3 minutes. See Decorum
Ordinance.)

Yolonda Henderson, no address provided, said she observed Public Works Laborers picking up
limbs from Councilman Stichnote’s property after the last storm. She said her mother paid for tree
limb removal from her property and felt it was unfair that Public Works was helping Councilman
Stichnote. Ms. Henderson said that she had photos of the Public Works Laborers picking up the
limbs from his property.

Ms. Henderson asked when Lions Park will reopen, she has been receiving a lot of phone calls
about the park closure. She said there is high grass on Dawn Court, and that residents have been
helping to maintain vacant lots in that area. She also reported that City Hall had high weeds, and
Public Works should look after this issue. Ms. Henderson said that there are tree limbs that need
to be hauled from a vacant lot. Mayor Austin said that this would be taken into consideration and
asked for the address of the lot in question. Ms. Henderson said the vacant lot was 2436 Sharidge.
Jim Maixner, Public Works Director, said he would investigate the issues and would like to see
the photos that Ms. Henderson referenced.

David Green, 8630 Clifton Avenue, said he spoke with Councilman Stichnote about the birds at
Koeneman Park. He reported that they were leaving unsightly waste and asked if there could be
cleaning done in the area more consistently, to help with this issue. Jim said that he would contact
the Missouri Conservation Department to see what could be done and investigate the issue. To his
knowledge, the geese were born there and are endangered animals. Councilwoman Jones said that
residents feeding the birds most likely do not help and asked if signage could help prevent feeding
of the geese.

Shirley Wayne, 5828 Janet Avenue, greeted the City Council and thanked Jim for taking care of
the high grass at 5825 Janet Avenue. She said that she came to City Hall and discussed with Schona
McClellon, Director of Housing and Economic Development, about a problem properties at 5824
Janet Avenue, regarding vehicles in its driveway, and 5826 Janet Avenue, to urge the owner to
clean their property up.

Ms. Wayne thanked the committee that was responsible for recommending an update to the
nuisance ordinance to the City Council. She said she printed out the ordinance to look it over to
see how it applied to Jennings area property owners, because issuing citations and fines have not
been enough to keep property owners accountable. She asked if they, the committee would
consider what else could be done to keep Jennings in state to take pride in, especially with having
such a great school district. Mayor Austin said there have been some home owners that the City
had visited to inform the owners that their tenants had become a nuisance, and those property
owners have talked with their tenants or the tenants have since moved out. Jim said that he would
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Councilwoman Anderson thanked Chief Goldstein with the Riverview Fire District for helping
with emergency response. She said they have been very effective with St. Louis County.
Councilwoman Anderson thanked Jim for all his hard work and prompt responses to residents’
complaints. She also thanked Councilman Johnson for his work with Ward 3.

Councilman Johnson reported his attendance to the Missouri Municipal League Conference in
Columbia, Missouri with Councilwoman Owens. He said it was great to network with other
elected officials. Councilman Johnson said that he joined the Ferguson B & G, Our Voice Peace
Rally which was led by fifty (50) people. He said it was nice to represent the City of Jennings
within its neighboring City of Ferguson. Councilman Johnson reported that his participation in
the Southeast Ferguson Community Day, in which essential goods were distributed to its
residents.

Councilman Johnson thanked Jim for moving forward the discussion to resolve the issue of
speeding. He asked Capt. Law for his thoughts on tactics seen in Bridgeton, where more
consistent speed limits were placed, especially in residential and school zones. Councilman
Johnson observed while driving through the City of Jennings, that speed limits vary by Ward.
Capt. Law said that residential speed limits are zoned. Sam suggested planters could be placed
to help control speeding. Councilman Johnson let Capt. Law know that he was just notified of a
black Nissan that looked to be abandoned, with its windows broken.

Councilwoman Owens began her report with a quote: "Life is not about waiting for the storm to
pass but learning to dance in the rain."” by Vivian Greene. She said that tomorrow, August 25,
2020 is the last day for the weekly food distribution at Metropolitan Church, at 5300 Helen
Avenue from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Councilwoman Owens said she enjoyed attending the Elected Officials Training Conference
August 6™ and 7. She said she learned a lot and met some great people. She said she enjoyed
attending the back to school event at New Life Church, they also gave away free shoes to the
children. She said she enjoyed fishing with the children at Koeneman Park. She reported that
they gave away school supplies and had an ice cream truck present, that gave away free ice
cream.

Councilwoman Owens said if there was anyone in need of diapers, feminine products, and face
masks, she has some to distribute. She reported that they have been able to give away over 100
pairs of free New Balance shoes to senior residents, in Jennings 4™ Ward.

Councilwoman Clower said that she also attended the newly elected officials training hosted by
the Missouri Municipal League. She said the experience was awesome. Councilwoman Clower
reported attending the August 19" Ways and Means & Public Safety meeting and on August 20%,
she also attended the Building and Public Works meeting.

Councilwoman Clower asked Jim if the property near the Sewer District on Helen Avenue was
maintained by the City of Jennings. Jim said that area is property that is to be maintained by MSD
(Metropolitan Sewer District). Mayor Austin said that she would ask Casionia Peebles-Miller,
Code Enforcement Inspector, to follow up with MSD to ensure that they address the high grass.
Councilwoman Clower thanked Jim for cutting the grass at 5454 Helen Avenue. She asked Jim if
that was a property owned by the City of Jennings, that a resident complained about. Jim said he
would follow up with Myra Turner, Code Enforcement Inspector, but to his knowledge that
property was still privately owned. Councilwoman Clower thanked Public Works for the pavement
work on Janet Avenue and Garesche. Councilwoman Clower said to Ms. Wayne that she would
follow up with her on her concerns in Ward 4. She then thanked Jim for all his improvements in
Ward 4.

Councilwoman Clower announced a drive-by parade on August 30, 2020, at 3 p.m. near the 5300
block of Helen Avenue. Her intention is to make sure that the residents of Jennings would be
entertained, and to make sure there is the presence of the councilmembers. Yard signs would be
placed around the City. Mayor Austin reminded her to fill out the Special Event Application, and
Councilwoman Clower said that she filled out a permit. Mayor Austin asked that she be sure to
follow the procedure that the City of Jennings has, to approve the event. Sam said the application
must be reviewed before the City Council at the September meeting. He suggested that the City
Council amend the agenda for an emergency but in this situation, the event does not constitute an
emergency. Mayor Austin said that the City Council did not object to the event, only the correct
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Councilman Wilson reported that there was a meeting held on Wednesday, August 19, 2020 at
4:30 p.m. He said the committee discussed the approval of the interim salary for the Accounts
Receivable Clerk in the Finance Department, the City’s participation in the JAG grant application,
a potential fellowship through a Jennings resident, and the City of Jennings City Center project.
The meeting was adjourned at 5:17 p.m.

2. Public Works & Building Committee —

Councilwoman Anderson reported that there was a meeting held on Thursday, August 20, 2020 at
4:37 p.m. She said the committee discussed the speed bumps for the City of Jennings. She said
Jim presented the potential costs and placement of the speed bumps. He said he would paint lines
on certain streets so that the committee could visualize how far apart the speed bumps would be.

Councilwoman Anderson asked Jim for an update on the painted lines. Jim said that lines have
been paint approximately 200 feet apart. He said the Councilwoman Jones did come to look at the
painted lines to visualize the spacing and he believed that 200 feet would be sufficient spacing.
Councilwoman Anderson proposed a joint committee meeting with the Ways and Means & Public
Safety Committee to discuss further strategy details on Thursday, September 17, 2020. The
meeting was adjourned at 5:05 p.m.

3. Parks & Recreation Committee — Councilman Stichnote reported there was no meeting.
4. Policy and Ordinance Committee —

Councilwoman Jones said that there was a meeting held on August 20, 2020 at 5:15 p.m. She
said the committee discussed the approval of the Recreation Department’s waiver and hold
harmless agreement in relation to COVID-19 and the Five-Year Capital Improvement Plan.
Councilwoman Jones said the Policy & Ordinance Committee should also be included in the
upcoming joint committee meeting. The meeting was adjourned at 5:23 p.m.

Councilman Wilson said that Sam Alton, City Attorney, sent out an ordinance that the committee
members should review so that they will be prepared to discuss it at the next Policy & Ordinance
Committee meeting.

5. Municipal League —

Councilman Wilson reported that there was no meeting. He said the Missouri Municipal League
requested $43,000,000 for the COVID relief fund, which its use is still being decided upon. He
said the League recommended the funds being disbursed per capita and the County Executive is
reviewing another formula for disbursement in the most equitable way. Councilman Wilson said
he would update the City Council with more information in the future.

Councilman Wilson said there four bills being discussed in Jefferson City, MO. He said the topics
surround crime. He said he would send the City Council updates via email regarding current bills
in discussion.

Councilman Wilson reminded the City Council about the upcoming Missouri Municipal League
Annual Conference on September 14®-September 16%, 2020 and the cost to attend virtually was
only $99. He said that attendees would have access to everything at the conference for 60 days.
He asked that Deletra get him registered to attend because he should be awarded at this conference
with a commemorative plaque.

6. Planning Commission —

Councilman Johnson said that there was a meeting held on Thursday, August 6, 2020. The
commission discussed the proposed expansion plan for Luisa Foods. He said that they intend on
expanding their parking lot which the entrance is located on Switzer Avenue. Luisa Foods acquired
a few properties for approximately one hundred and seventy (170) more parking spaces. He said
this was for informational purposes only.

7. Youth Commission — Report provided.
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2. Approval of the Senior Commission Appointment.

On the motion made by Councilwoman Brown, seconded by Councilman Stichnote, the Council
approved the appointment of Michele Owens to the Senior Commission. All in favor; none
opposed.

3. Approval of the monthly bills for payment.

On the motion made by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilwoman Anderson, the Council
approved the monthly bills for payment. All in favor; none opposed.

I. MAYOR'S CLOSING REMARKS

Mayor Austin thanked everyone on the call for participating and special thanks to the City
Councilmembers for the upcoming Mayor Yolanda Austin monument unveiling on August 27,
2020. She said she was very excited about the event and grateful for their support.

J. CLOSED SESSION, LEGAL AND PERSONNEL (RSMO 610:021-1,3)

On the motion made by Councilwoman Brown, seconded by Councilwoman Anderson, the City
Council voted by the following roll call vote for a closed session for Legal and Personnel
(RSMO 610:021-1,3). Councilmembers voting in favor of the session were the following: Allan
Stichnote, Miranda Jones, Jane Brown, Terry Wilson, Phyllis Anderson, Gary Johnson, Lorraine
Clower, and Aja Owens; none opposing.

Closed Session — Legal. Personnel (RSMO 610:021-1. 3)

After a brief recess, the City Council members were all present and met in closed session. Also
present were Mayor Yolanda Austin; Sam Alton, City Attorney; and City Clerk, Deletra Hudson.

LEGAL

EEOC Mediation - Sam Alton, City Attorney, informed the Council of the status of the EEOC
complaint.

PERSONNEL - The following actions were taken:

1. Hiring of the Economic Development Coordinator

On the motion made by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilwoman Jones, the City
Council approved the recommendation from Schona McClellon to hire Brian Kelly as the
Economic Development Coordinator pending all background checks and preemployment
screening tests. The recommendation was approved by the roll call vote of the following
council members: Stichnote, Jones, Wilson, Brown, Anderson, Johnson, Owens, Clower;
none were absent; none opposed nor abstained.

2. Hiring of a Code Enforcement Inspector

On the motion made by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilman Johnson, the City
Council approved the recommendation from Schona McClellon to hire George Weeden as a
Code Enforcement Inspector pending all background checks and preemployment screening
tests. The recommendation was approved by the roll call votes of the following council
members: Stichnote, Jones, Wilson, Brown, Johnson, Owens, Clower; Anderson abstained;
none were absent nor opposed.

3. Hiring of a Full-time Correctional Officer

On the motion made by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilwoman Jones, the City
Council approved the recommendation from Acting Lieutenant Terrell Shumpert to re-hire
Aretha Webb as a full time Correctional Officer pending all background checks and
preemployment screening tests. The recommendation was approved by the roll call votes of
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