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the Jennings District, including six other lots north of the Buzz Westfall area. She indicated on
the map what was included in those districts.

Irvetta asked Cordell to speak on the highlights on the presentation. Cordell said that each city
will continue to enforce regulations. As for the Planning and Zoning Commission of Jennings, it
will continue to enforce the rules and regulations for the City’s section of West Florissant. An
advisory panel with representatives from each city, which has a total of nine representatives. The
panel only comes into play when a city would like to make a change to any of the set regulations.
Cordell said that existing businesses will not be subject to make any drastic changes in regard to
the district zoning regulations. Those subject to the new regulations are: 1) those sites that have
been vacant for more than one year; 2) if the property owner decides to rehab the original
property more than fifty percent than the assessed value of the property; or 3) change of land use
or ownership of site or property. He said that over time, the community will begin to see the
Corridor take shape. Cordell said that some regulations will be focused on parking lot structures,
building materials and design, landscaping, and lighting use. The policy will also allow for bike
racks and make the Corridor more appealing for foot traffic and families to truly enjoy their
communities.

Irvetta noted that as the cities are enforcing the Corridor rules and regulations, these guidelines
should also be made available to architects and engineers. While the ordinance is zoning related,
it does contain valuable design guidelines within them. Cordell said the land or property use of
the district has been classified into the following classes: a) types of businesses permitted: retail
stores and office buildings, at least two acres or larger within proximity of the Corridor; special
uses for classes a and b: check cashing businesses are not permitted according to zoning
ordinances proposed. Irvetta said that a special condition to the district zoning regulations is the
prohibition of businesses with drive-thru windows and they must apply for a conditional use
permit. Cordell said the purpose is to encourage more sit-down restaurants and allow Jennings to
regulate the amount of fast food establishments going into the area.

Irvetta concluded the presentation and opened the last ten minutes for questions regarding the
West Florissant Corridor District. Councilman Wilson thanked them for the presentation and
recalled the discussion about the corridor district. He said he appreciated hearing them articulate
what he has seen previously in document form. He believes this is good for Jennings and the
region. He is in full support of the project. The project team members thanked Councilman
Wilson.

Mayor Austin invited those speaking in favor of the project to speak. Mayor Austin then invited
those speaking against the project to speak. Councilwoman Anderson asked Irvetta, due to the
current pandemic, she wondered how drive-thru establishments will be affected by the
conditional use permit necessary to conduct business in Jennings because of the current
projection of the pandemic lasting perhaps as long as one year. Irvetta said the conditional use
permit regarding drive-thru establishments are in an ordinance that may be passed that evening.
Mayor Austin asked again if there were any further questions or discussions about the West
Florissant Corridor District. Mayor Austin thanked the project team, Irvetta and Cordell. At that
time, she closed the public hearing of the petition.

B. REGULAR MEETING

1. Call to Order- The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

2. Roll Call

Council members present: Allan Stichnote, Miranda Jones, Terry Wilson, Phyllis Anderson,
Gary Johnson, Rodney Epps, and Aja Owens.

Council member(s) absent: Francine Dugger.
Also present: Mayor Yolanda Austin; Deletra Hudson, City Clerk; Sam Alton, City Attorney.

3. Approval of the Agenda
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Marietta Beck, (no address provided), inquired about the upcoming June ballot about Riverview
Fire District, specifically the firehouses and she wanted to know which ones. She also asked about
the trash service that had come before the City Council in the February City Council meeting
minutes, she was under the impression that Waste Management would be continuing services for
another three years but she had a notice that Republic Services will be providing trash service in
the Jennings area now, what happened there. Jim Maixner, Public Works Director, said that Waste
Management came back with a counterproposal after sealed bids were opened, which was
approved by the City Council. After the City’s Waste Management representative had spoken with
their lawyers, they found that they were not legally obligated to honor the contract extension that
was approved by the City Council and their contract proposal came back higher than Republic
Services. The City Council approved Republic Services proposal because their bid amount was
more beneficial for the City. Ms. Beck mentioned that she attempted to read the Solid Waste
Committee minutes and she said she had difficulty locating those minutes on the City website.
Mayor Austin asked Deletra Hudson, City Clerk, to speak regarding the minutes issue. Deletra
said the individual standing committee minutes are not posted to the website, only City Council
meetings and special City Council meeting minutes are. She told Ms. Beck that if she would like
a copy of any standing committee meeting minutes, she can contact the City Clerk’s Office and
she will be assisted in finding the information she needs.

Ms. Beck asked Jim Maixner about the issue of vehicles parked on the property at 5426
Hodiamont, she asked if there was a business being in the residential area. Jim said that they did
go to the property and tagged the abandoned vehicles. With the help of Officer Bakula, who was
assigned by Capt. Law for thirty to sixty days. Jim said that it has helped to expedite the process.
When they went to the property, no one was home, but it does not look like a business is being run
there, but rather used for storage. As a result, and assistance of the neighboring property owner at
5430 Hodiamont, some of the vehicles have been removed from 5426 Hodiamont. Ms. Beck
reported there were still vehicles parked on unimproved surfaces on the property that may be less
visible due to the vegetation there. Jim said that he was aware, and he approximated that sixteen
vehicles were tagged, and he said that they have contacted the Judge on how to proceed with this
situation. He reported that he was making progress on this issue. Ms. Beck thanked Jim and said
that she did see some progress.

Mayor Austin asked Ms. Beck about her question regarding the firehouse. Ms. Beck asked which
of the Riverview District firehouses will be remodeled or if it will be destroyed, she said she could
not decipher which firehouse it was referring to and hoped it would not be Firehouse #3 on West
Florissant. Mayor Austin said it is in fact the firechouse located on West Florissant which will be
destroyed in hopes to build a new one. Ms. Beck asked if it would remain in the same location.
Jim said there are a couple of proposed sites, one that would be located more centrally near the
Jennings Civic Center and another located at the corner of Chambers and Bellefontaine which is
still close by. Ms. Beck said when Riverview First District first began working with the City of
Jennings, she asked if they intended on keeping both firehouses and they had told her they did.
Mayor Austin believed there is a lot of repairs that must be done to the current building on West
Florissant.

Jane Brown, (no address provided), said she was impressed with the new renovations and Sievers
Park. She thanked the City Council and for the hard work and the vision to do it, and the success
of it, when you pass by it is simply beautiful. Ms. Brown thanked Councilman Stichnote as well
because she knew that park update was one of his children. She said thank you to the City Council
again for continuing to beautify the City.

Mayor Austin thanked Ms. Brown for speaking. Mayor Austin said that Sievers Park does fall
under the Parks and Recreation Committee and a park grant, she thanked those on the Park
Committee whose recommendation brought the renovation before the City Council and she
thanked the City Council for approving it.

Shirley Wayne, (no address provided), greeted the City Council. She said that she will miss
Councilman Epps because of all his help in her neighborhood and thanked him for everything he
had done to make Ward 4 better. Councilman Epps thanked Ms. Wayne and said he will miss her
also.
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about the van. Councilwoman Jones said with COVID-19, have the owners claimed issue with
getting it towed. She asked if it were something the City could help with to get it removed, because
obviously there is a hardship in that situation. She also asked if the owners said when they would
get it removed. Jim said that he thinks that he may have to remove himself from the situation
because he does personally know the owner and has for many years. Mayor Austin asked Schona
McClellon, Director of Housing & Economic Development, to speak on the issue. Schona was
unavailable and the Mayor said this would be followed up on with Casionia.

Councilwoman Jones mentioned that as a matter of public record, that there is a gentleman who
owns a tow truck company that resides on Lamar, he has been parking his trucks on the street. She
knows that Jim is working with the owner but the woman that has called to report the issue has
called for several months and Councilwoman Jones would like to see her get some resolution.
Councilwoman Jones was notified that the hill across from Jennings Station Road and West
Florissant, campaign runners would use the lot to post their campaign signs across from the gas
station, previously unincorporated property, it is now owned by someone. They have contacted
Councilwoman Jones to let her know that is this probably the last election in which campaign
runners may post signage because it is now owned by the church nearby.

Councilwoman Jones said she discussed with Councilman Stichnote some shootings that have
been taking place in the Jennings community. One in particular, at an apartment complex that took
place the morning of May 18, 2020, she asked Capt. Law to speak about that situation.
Councilwoman Jones knows that Capt. Law has had a conversation with Councilman Stichnote,
but she would like to know where the shot-spotters were located because is important for people
to know what it’s picking up and how to mitigate what is happening. Mayor Austin said before
Capt. Law speaks, she told Councilwoman Jones that the exact locations of the shot-spotters are
not something he can divulge. Capt. Law said the shot-spotter covers about one mile and a half to
two miles, which is an increase from the previous five years when the program began. The cost is
approximately $60,000-$70,000 per square mile, per year to have the service. He estimates there
is about one and half miles to two miles that is not currently covered in the Jennings area, which
would cost the City of Jennings between $60,000-$120,000 per year to engage the service.
Councilwoman Jones asked if the service is something that the City of Jennings pays for or is this
something that St. Louis County pays for. Capt. Law said that this is a cost covered by St. Louis
County, there is no charge to the City of Jennings for a shot-spotter within the City of Jennings.
Councilwoman Jones asked for some clarity on the reports and see if that were something that
could be clarified. Mayor Austin said that the updated report was placed in councilmember
mailboxes a week ago.

Councilwoman Jones urged the public to stay safe and reach out if they need anything. She said
she posts information on the JenningsMOWard1 Facebook page, updating the public on food
giveaways and resources. She heard that the public does not know who to call on when they need
help, she said they are available to help and to call on them.

Mayor Austin asked for a moment of silence for the family that died in a fatal car accident on
Lucas and Hunt Rd. and Hord Rd. She said the people who lost their lives were two 22-year olds,
a 15-year old, a 1-year old child and a child that was a few months old. At the end of the pause,
Mayor Austin thanked everyone.

Councilman Wilson greeted everyone and congratulated Councilman Epps for his seventeen years
of service. He told Councilman Epps to enjoy his retirement and he believed that the councilman
is leaving his Ward in better shape than he found it. Councilman Wilson applauded and saluted
him for his service and everything he has done outside of his council duties and appreciated his
friendship as well.

Councilman Wilson wanted to acknowledge Jim for stepping in on a situation at Albia Terrace.
Councilman Wilson received a call from a resident living in Ward 3 that was having difficulty
with a neighbor, they stepped in to take care of a situation where a door was kicked in on a vacant
property. Jim said it was a City of Jennings property which the back door was left open by a
trespasser, the door was boarded up the day following the report from the resident. Councilman
Wilson thanked Jim for his swift action on that.

Councilman Wilson reported there will be graduation celebrations and billboards to honor students
that have graduated. He said there was a digital billboard east on I-70, flashing individual seniors
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comprehensive police monthly report. He also thanked the St. Louis County Police Department
and he welcomed Officer Bakula, who is already at work in the Jennings area to remove abandoned
vehicles. Councilman Johnson thanked Councilwoman Owens for the collaboration on cooking
and distributing food to Jennings senior residents.

Councilman Johnson reported the Ward 3 Neighborhood Association received the Invest STL
Neighborhood Solidarity grant of $300, which was used to for a connectivity piece and 300 mailers
were sent out. The community stabilization of Ward 3 has commenced, since the fall
approximately 13 buildings, with the assistance of Public Works, were boarded up and vegetation
cleaned up. Councilman Johnson promised to do his duty as a councilmember to get back on track
with the clean-up soon. Councilman Johnson reported a Zoom Ward 3 meeting was held in which
he was able to make contact with some new residents. With the new connectivity mailer that was
sent out, they were able to contact new residents which was a great success.

Councilman Johnson reported a survey with Center Job Insight, a group out of New York, which
is a tech survey, gathering opinions and perspective of residents. The sponsored survey will have
signs going up around Ward 3. Councilwoman Anderson asked if Councilman Johnson would
invite her to the next Ward 3 Zoom meeting. Councilman Johnson said he sent it to her City email
address. Councilwoman Anderson said that she has not received the emails so it may be going to
the wrong address and asked him to call her so she may give him the correct email address.
Councilman Johnson agreed to do so.

Councilman Epps greeted everyone. He thanked Mayor Austin for the recognition, the City of
Jennings and the four Wards for having confidence in him for a long time. He said the council
has some great young minds on board but something that has bothered him is development,
especially residential development, it is taking too long. Councilman Epps said that if you want
to have a cancer in the City, it is blight, which causes the City to go down, people to move out
of the City and decreases appeal to move into the City. He hoped that the council would speed
up residential development, which is good for the whole City, currently it drags on too long
which is unfair to the people that are hanging on to the City, the people trying to stay here.
Councilman Epps said there are some good people in the City, it has been a good City for a long
time, but the council has got to do something about this blight. He urged the council to make
sure there are some homes in Jennings which helps make the City solid. This had been on his
heart to say. He believed that the right people are on the council and urged them to see more
residential development.

Councilman Epps said he would miss everyone, he might be back but as you know, life has other
things in store. He thanked everyone again and wished them a blessed evening.

Councilwoman Owens opened her report with a quote by Margaret Mead. She thanked
Councilman Epps for his seventeen years of service in the 4® Ward.

Councilwoman Owens thanked Reggie Jones and the City of Dellwood for providing free
pancakes to the community. On May 2, she and Councilman Johnson joined The New St. Louis
Black Panther Party for a free BBQ Giveaway at Hamilton Park in the 4" Ward. On May 3, she
joined New Life Church in Jennings 4® Ward for a Drive Thru BBQ Giveaway.

Councilwoman Owens thanked Councilwoman Miranda Jones, Councilwoman Francine Dugger,
Councilman Gary Johnson, and Yolonda Fountain-Henderson for helping with a Mother’s Day
Giveaway throughout Jennings. 300 mothers were given a free hot Sunday dinner along with a
special gift bag and flowers. To date, they have served over 800 hot Sunday dinners throughout
the city.

Councilwoman Owens thanked Mayor Austin and Deletra Hudson, City Clerk, for creating a
condolence proclamation for Ms. Ella Stokes, a resident from Star Residence that recently passed
away due to COVID-19. Her family was truly grateful.

Councilwoman Owens informed the community that during this difficult time, there are several
agencies offering resources and assistance to help the community: Better Family Life, Urban
League, CAASTLC, Spire, Ameren, 211, Meals on Wheels, St. Louis Food Angels. She thanked
the community members that consistently asked about the needs of families in Jennings 4% Ward
and have gone out to meet their needs with groceries, household items and toiletries. She gave
special thanks to Jennings 4™ Ward residents who are avid volunteers: Mr. Turner, Mr. Green,
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Wednesdays 9 am to noon, their telephone number is 314-367-5820. She asked that the
information be shared with other residents in the Jennings area. Mayor Austin reported the Affinia
mobile units that are going to senior residences for those who cannot go to testing sites. Mobile
Units are visiting Jennings Place, St. John Neumann, River Roads and Fairview Village to test
those who would like to be tested once appointments have been set.

Mayor Austin encouraged councilmembers that have questions about what City employees are in
office to reach out to her and she can let them know. She is aware that the Finance Department
comes in to process checks, the City receptionist comes in from time to time to check mail, and
the Building Department employees do come in more frequently. Mayor Austin thanked Jim for
coming in and putting up plexiglass in the Building Department and reception desk. She explained
those are some safety measures that are being taken before the City returns to office.

Councilwoman Jones asked to give love and kudos to Councilman Epps because he has done so
much for the City of Jennings. She told Councilman Epps that she loved and respected him, that
he will be missed, and the council does not plan on letting him go too far away. Mayor Austin
added that there will be a parade for the Jennings High School graduates June 18, 2020 at 10 am
leaving from Fairview Elementary ending at Jennings High School in their vehicles. They will be
presented their diplomas on stage. She invited the public to come out and watch the
commencement.

D. MONTHLY DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS

On the motion made by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilwoman Jones, the Council
approved the monthly department reports.

E. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

1. Ways and Means & Public Safety Committee — Councilman Wilson reported there was no
meeting.

2. Public Works & Building Committee - Councilman Epps reported there was no meeting.
3. Parks & Recreation Committee

Councilman Stichnote reported there was no meeting but wanted to mention that Sievers Park is
finished. He gave thanks to Jim and the Parks Committee. He also noted that this may be the best
group he has ever worked with. He feels that everyone contributed with good ideas.

4. Policy and Ordinance Committee - Councilwoman Jones reported there was no meeting.
5. Municipal League

Councilman Wilson said he will send out information about the upcoming Nomination Meeting
and the next Municipal League Meeting. The League is still determining whether or not to host a
virtual meeting. Councilman Wilson said he would provide that information to Deletra Hudson,
City Clerk, and she will disseminate that out to the council.

6. Planning Commission — Irvetta Williams said the Planning Commission met on May 7, 2020
to discuss one agenda item. There was a petition to discuss the opening of a bar & grill in hopes to
appeal to young people at 6818 West Florissant. The commission decided to table the petition due
to conditions for example, owed back taxes and parking concerns. The commission has asked the
petitioner to return with some more information at another meeting where she will be on the
agenda. Irvetta said the petitioner grew up in Jennings and attended Fairview Elementary in her
youth.

7. Youth Commission - Reports provided.
8. Senior Commission - Reports provided.

F. LEGAL BUSINESS (Proposed Ordinances)
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K. ADJOURNMENT
On the motion made by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilwoman Anderson, the City
Council voted in favor by the roll call votes of the following council members to adjourn the

meeting at 8:42 p.m.: Allan Stichnote, Miranda Jones, Terry Wilson, Phyllis Anderson, Gary
Johnson, Rodney Epps and Aja Owens; Francine Dugger was absent; none opposing.

Approved: W&&m\& ola \ NQ&«\WN!\'\

<§ anda Austin, gm%oH

S

- Deletra msamo: City Clerk
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