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service like picking up trash. She reminded the City Council members that they are held to a
higher standard and are not above the law, including traffic laws.

Sam responded to Ms. Beck's question regarding councilmembers attending meetings by
phone. He said the code allows, with notice, for council members to miss meetings. Then
the Sunshine Law 610-015 allows for council members to attend meetings by telephone, but
they cannot vote unless they attend by video conference and it's an emergency. Ms. Beck
asked if they are counted as absent. Sam said they are not counted as absent. He said the
minutes should reflect that they are present by telephone. There is no prohibition against the
council member attending a meeting by phone and listening by phone.

Councilwoman Owens addressed some of Ms. Beck's concerns. She said she rides through
the 4th Ward all day, every day. If she sees anything or residents come to her with
complaints, she directs it to the right department and follows up to make sure the concerns
are being met. She said she never knew about Ms. Beck's concerns specifically, but she did
go back to look into them. The Building Department let her know that the owners had been
sent letters and they would be following up. Councilwoman Owens said she went to all of
the addresses that Ms. Beck listed on Hodiamont and Hamilton. She said all of the areas
have been looked into and letters have been sent to the owners.

Mayor Austin asked Jim to address the concerns of Ms. Beck. Jim responded that there were
other concerns about dumping in various places. There was a property identified that they
didn’t initially get to, but it was not a Jennings property; it was privately owned. Once it
came through, they addressed it and plan to stay head of the issues. He told Ms. Beck that he
received her email. The issues are in going through the process in the Building Department
where letters are being sent. Once they get to the Public Works Department, the issues will
be addressed. Mayor Austin confirmed with Jim that some of the issues were second mows,
where the City had addressed the issues previously.

d. Yolonda Fountain-Henderson, 8822 Sumter, complained about the graffiti on Lillian. She
said the graffiti is still there and has been there for over two years. She asked about the status
on Lynwood. She reported that the parents have to go behind the Jr. High and now there are
craters in the street that need to be patched. Ms. Henderson said when she brought it to her
councilperson, she was told that there will not be any special treatment for the Jennings
School District. She continued to say that there is an issue on St. Cyr. She said she would
give information to Capt. Cox or Sgt. Perez regarding a hot address. She said she has
received two complaints and calls regarding drug activity and overcrowding. Ms. Henderson
asked the Council what they were doing about the overcrowded households. She said she is
getting a lot of complaints that the City is not doing occupancy permits and people are just
moving in.

Ms. Henderson asked why the City is rushing to do Proposition E in November. People are
constantly calling her and asking her about it. She said she doesn’t think it is time for a
community center, when the City of Jennings doesn’t have its act together. She said the
grass is tall and out of control. She said the Street Department is cutting in Alexandria Place
and that shouldn’t happen. We need to clean up the City. She thanked the City for cleaning
the house on Solway. Then she asked when the derelict vehicle can be moved from the
address that she has been constantly complaining about.

Mayor Austin asked Jim to address cutting the grass in Alexandria Place. Jim said the
property is privately owned and the retention pond and property behind the Dollar General.
The owner has defaulted and walked away from the property, so the City is treating it like
every other property in the City; once the notices go out, the Public Works Department goes
out to cut the property. He explained that liens are being put on the property.

Jim said the graffiti on the building off Highway 70 is within the City of Jennings limit, not
Pine Lawn, he has verified that. Now that the City has a new aerial truck, they can safely get
up to the building to paint over the graffiti. He reported that he will paint over the graffiti
with gray paint. He continued to address the pothole on Lynwood. He said that when they
opened that street, no one predicted the amount of traffic that is on the street. This year's
budget doesn’t support the repairs. He committed to his department going over to assess it
and providing a temporary fix until next year.
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around Sharidge. They heard shots. The police were called. Shot Spot picked it up and
pinpointed the location. Officers responded. However, the random shootings at night are
happening. She said she knows there is nothing that can be done to prevent them, but the City
could have increased patrols. She asked if there could be a designated hot spot if they find that
the shot locations are in the same reoccurring locations. Councilwoman Jones thanked the
police department for responding so quickly.

Councilwoman Jones announced that the Stanley Cup was in Jennings at both the High School
and the Middle School in Ward 1. She said this month has included both highs and lows. Great
things like the Stanley Cup and the wonderful things in the School District; then you have the
low of one of the students being killed. Councilwoman Jones stated that she knows the
conversations regarding the Recreation Center includes a discussion about money. There are a
lot of things that we can spend money on, but the City needs to do better by its children in the
community. Having more things for them to do is so important and our community deserves it.
If you look at other communities, such as Bellefontaine Neighbors (10,000 people) and
Dellwood (5,000 people). Jennings is not a little community. There are more than 14,000
people in our community. Our community should not have to go to Bellefontaine to swim or go
outside of our community. She said this is her editorial. She thinks it is important for us. The
City has issues. The taxes that residents pay and the things that we do in our community, for us
not to have those things that other communities of similar size and demographics have, makes us
want to look at making sure that our community has the things that we need. Ifit is about our
kids, keeping them off the streets and giving them something to do, she said she will be 110% for
it.

Councilman Wilson informed Jim that he received a call about a light being out on Pickford and
Eastchester. He provided Jim with the pole number as J603. He reported that he attended a
town hall meeting sponsored by Congressman Clay. Councilman Wilson stated that he has
attended several of those types of meetings. He said it is important that the people get counted
on the Census. He asked the public to talk to the neighbors about being counted. He said the City
of Jennings has created a Complete Count Committee to help get the word out about completing
the census information. The Census day is in April 2020, but it starts in March. There will be a
lot of engagement around the importance of the census. The Census is tied to a lot of resources,
funding and congressional seats. There are a lot of things that can be done in our community
that are based upon the numbers. He agreed with what Councilwoman Jones, by echoing the
importance of the City investing in itself. He said the City doesn’t sell any products, so we have
to chip in together to make things happen for the community. Councilman Wilson said under
the proposed Economic Development Sales Tax, you will pay $.01 for every $2 spent. Anyone
passing through the community will be paying the same tax. He said the voting is on everyone,
but he thinks the investment will go a long way. The proposed project will probably be the
biggest project the community has seen in his lifetime. He said he thinks it is time for the
proposed things to come to the community. He stated that he believes it will solve some of the
issues of the community. Councilman Wilson said it is always said that there is nothing for the
kids to do but we have an opportunity to change that and we deserve the best facilities in our
community. He said one’s personal feelings about the project should not deter others from
joining in. He said he thinks the grass will be taken care of and it will not be an issue at the
proposed Recreation Center. He said the tax isn’t just about the Recreation Center and City Hall,
it is about Economic Development activities in the community. We must invest in our
community. The more businesses we bring in, the more we can do. He encouraged the public to
think about that when the election happens.

Councilwoman Dugger expressed concerns about the shooting in Ward 2 on Whitstone. She
asked Sgt. Perez for an explanation or update. She also stated that she had a concern, because
there was an investigation going on, where the Drug Unit was in the area dealing with something
when the shots happened. The guys shooting got away. She stated that the Drug Unit wasn’t in
the area for the shooting but for something else. Councilwoman Dugger said the task force
scared her residents so badly that they ran from the task force, not knowing what was going on,
and started falling and hurting themselves. She asked Sgt. Perez for an update on how the task
force was there for something else and couldn’t catch the shooters. Sgt. Perez explained that the
Drug Unit was in the area working an unrelated case. They were not on the street when the
shooting took place. They were a couple of streets over when they heard the shots. They then
responded to the area where they thought they heard where the shots were coming from. They
then found the victim who was shot. The scene was chaotic. They didn’t know what was going
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the community to stabilize vacant properties. So, he introduced some legislation to create a
municipal ordinance through Public Works.

Councilman Johnson said he had a great time at the Trunk or Treat. He announced a Town Hall
Meeting on October 29th at 6:30 p.m.at 7629 Natural Bridge with Wesley Bell and Sen. Brian
Williams. He reported that the residents who live in the 74th District will have a special election
on November 5th for the State Representative, along with Proposition E. He said the
Neighborhood Clean Up was a great idea and thanked Councilwoman Anderson for bringing it to
the community. He stated that they cleaned up on College (Emma to Flordell Hills). It stayed
clean for about two days.

Councilwoman Owens started her report with a quote by Eleanor Roosevelt, "Do one thing that
scares you every day." She thanked Mr. Turner for acknowledging some of the positive things
going on in the 4th Ward. She said there are things going on in the Ward that could be
improved. Councilwoman Owens acknowledged that there were many people in attendance who
have lived in the 4th Ward for many years, including herself. They know what it used to look
like. She said the City is working to try to get things back to the as close to as what it used to be
like. Councilwoman Owens encouraged the people to care for each other and work together. She
said she has seen the improvement over the past six months. She said it may not seem like it
because there is so much that still looks bad but there is so much that looks better. She said she
is seeing it on all of the streets in the Ward. When the community comes together on efforts like
the Clean Up, it helps. Councilwoman Owens said she had friends come from other places to
help with the cleanup but if the people in our own areas would come out and help and help our
neighbors, that would help get the Ward back to what it used to be. She said start with getting
together your block, the street, the Ward, and then City. She said it takes everybody working
together.

Councilwoman Owens thanked the Council for approval of the resolution for Marrio Gardner.
There was a balloon release done for him. The Jennings alumni came together for the event.

She acknowledged the young man from Jennings School District who was killed last week. She
spoke to the kids at the high school to help community build. She speaks with the kids allowing
them to express themselves, be heard and having different avenues and platforms. She thanked
Councilwoman Anderson for the vision for the Community Day, with the barbeque and
fellowship. She said sometimes with a vision, it may not come out exactly the way you want it
to. But whatever it is, is exactly what it is supposed to be. She applauded the City and all of the
departments that assisted. She gave a shout out to Harold Sims, Public Works, for his efforts.
Harold is the person in Public Works who goes above and beyond to make sure things are
perfect. Councilwoman Owens acknowledged the other Cities that were represented at the event:
Moline Acres, Vinita Park, Normandy, Dellwood, Northwoods, and Sen. Brian Williams. She
announced the food was prepared by David Green and his wife, Doris. She announced there is a
new church in town, New Life Christian Church on McLaran. The church has a youth choir
called Kids in Motion. They sang last Sunday at Fairview Village Senior Building. Dr. Robbie
is the Youth pastor who also participated in the Community Clean Up. She thanked the
Building Department, Public Works Department, Police Department, and everyone in the City
who plays a part in improving the City. She said she had an interview with Fox 2 News to
promote the Clean Up. She gave kudos to the Jennings School District and everyone who
participated in the Homecoming. She also celebrated her 20-year classroom reunion with the
Homecoming. She announced that on November 24th, there will be a 4th Ward networking
Mixer at the Civic Center from 4:30 - 6:30 p.m. This is time to come together and fellowship, to
get to know each other better and discuss any issues there may be. She announced the barber
shop and home health at 5200 Helen will do a Trunk or Treat on Halloween from 5 - 8 p.m. She
announced the Metropolitan Church at 5300 Helen held their Trunk or Treat on October 27th.
She pointed out community resources offered by the Urban League: Weatherization Program
(314-615-3646) and Turkey Giveaway on November 26th 1-3 p.m. Bring identification, proof of
income, proof of residency and social security card. Councilwoman Owens asked the
community to pray for a star resident named Sharon, who had undergone surgery. She ended her
report with a quote from Dr. Martin Luther King, "Our lives begin to end when we become silent
about the things that matter."

Mayor's Report

Mayor Austin began her report by thanking the department heads. She expressed her
appreciation for their hard work in moving the City forward. She knows they get a lot of
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3.

4.

5.

6.

The Committee also discussed a Garden Lease Agreement. This program would allow fresh
food gardeners to use city owned vacant land to grow fresh produce. The committee discussed
which properties could be used, asked for more clarity. Councilman Johnson introduced the
proposal to get the committee's feedback. After a discussion, the committee requested more
information on the program.

The committee discussed Senate Bill 203. Councilman Johnson provided the committee
members information to support the Senate Bill 203, passed by the State of Missouri. He
explained that the bill allows people to enter abandon properties to remedy the nuisances without
the threat of trespassing. He proposed the Committee consider adopting an ordinance based
upon the passage of Senate Bill 203. The committee wanted to discuss the bill with the City
Attorney, Sam Alton, and asked Councilman Johnson to do the research and submit it back to the
Committee for the ordinance to be considered for the City of Jennings.

Councilwoman Jones explained that all of this information was introduced for the first time to
the Committee so that the City could get the policies made, review and action could be taken
later.

Parks & Recreation Committee - no meeting. Council Stichnote reported to the public that the
City received $65,317.16 from TIF funds into the Park Fund.

Policy & Ordinance Committee- Councilwoman Jones reported that the committee met on
October 7th at 6:30 p.m. The Committee entertained a proposed ordinance to prohibit
commercial vehicles on all city streets. The committee voted in favor of the recommended
ordinance for council's approval.

The committee also entertained a discussion for a proposed ordinance to make a portion of
Catalina to Halls Ferry a “No Parking” zone due to a blind spot going uphill on Catalina near the
end of the street. The committee voted in favor of Jim getting with the City of Attorney to
present the ordinance for Council's approval

The committee discussed the City's Grievance Policy. Councilwoman Anderson asked the
committee to consider having all grievances forwarded to the Council if someone is written up
for termination. Chairman Jones asked if the committee should see the grievance or know of it
prior to terminating an employee. The committee requested that the City Attorney adds clarity to
the due process section of the policy to allow employees to meet with the Council prior to
termination. The committee asked the City Clerk to have the City Attorney review the policy
for clarity and add due process to the Employees' Rights Policy.

Municipal League - Councilman Wilson stated that the Municipal League and people from St.
Louis City came together to have discussions around the merger of the City and County. A
petition was circulated to form the Board of Frecholders (Board of Electors). They have enough
signatures to form the Committee. The Committee now has nine community members
nominated by St. Louis City and so has St. Louis County; the governor nominates one member.
The St. Louis City Board of Alderman has to approve the recommendations of Mayor Krewson.
St. Louis County's, Dr. Page, has presented his nine nominees to the St. Louis County Council
and it was passed. Councilman Wilson gave the Jennings Councilmembers a list of the members
appointed by the County; it is also listed on the St. Louis County website. Now that the
Committee is formed, all meetings will be open to the public to discuss: plan for whether there
will be a merger, stay as it is, how to work together, etc. He encouraged people to attend the
meetings when they are posted, after the St. Louis City's nominations are approved. The plan
from the meetings will appear on the ballot. Councilman Wilson committed to keeping the City
updated on the actions of the Committee.

Councilman Wilson announced he was appointed to the State Policy Committee of the State's
Municipal League for Taxes and Finances. The first meeting will be at the beginning of the year.
He will report to the public the outcomes of the meeting.

Planning Commission - Councilman Johnson reported no meeting. He said there will be one on
the 1st Thursday of the month.

Youth Commission - reports included
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was asking the City to do. He responded that he was requesting a special event permit to
conduct a stabilization event in the 3rd Ward to assist the Public Works Department.

After the discussion, the permit was approved by the roll call vote of the following council
member: Stichnote, Jones, Wilson, Anderson, Johnson, Owens; Epps absent; Dugger opposing,
none abstaining.

Resolution for the Election Notice

On the motion made by Councilwoman Jones, second by Councilman Wilson, the Council voted
all in favor to approve resolution with the necessary corrections.

Appointment of the Employer Delegate for LAGERS

On the motion made by Councilman Wilson, second by Councilwoman Jones, the Council voted
all in favor to approve Teresa Hauser as the Employer Representative for LAGERS.

Approval of the monthly bills for payment

On the motion made by Councilman Wilson, second by Councilwoman Jones, the Council voted
all in favor to approve payment of the monthly bills.

Motion for closed session, Legal and Personnel (RSMO 610:021-1,3)

On the motion made by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilwoman Anderson, the Council
voted to approve closed session for Legal (RSMO 610:021-1) and Personnel (RSMO 610:021-3)
by the roll call of the following council members: Stichnote, Jones, Wilson, Dugger, Anderson,
Johnson, Owens; Epps absent, none abstaining nor opposing.

MAYOR'S CLOSING REMARKS

Mayor Austin allowed Councilman Wilson to announce to the public to check the information
table outside of the Council Chambers for things happening in the City. He also informed the
public that the City has been publishing a newsletter for about two years and does not issue the
book that was referenced in the "Comment's of the Public" section of the meeting. He asked the
public to share the newsletters with their neighbors. They can come to City Hall to get the
newsletter or find it online. It is not mailed out due to the expense the City incurred with bad
addresses and mail being returned to City Hall, when the City previously did mailings. He
provided the City's website information.

Mayor Austin thanked the public who remained for the entire meeting. She also announced that
the North County Community Development organization is having a can food and toy drive. She
asked that donations be made at 6614 West Florissant. Donations will be accepted until
December 6th. The giveaway will happen on December 18th.

CLOSED SESSION, LEGAL AND PERSONNEL (RSMO 610:021-1,3)

After a brief recess, the City Council members were all present and met in closed session. Also
present were the Mayor Yolanda Austin; Sam Alton, City Attorney; and City Clerk, Deletra
Hudson.

LEGAL - Sam Alton informed the City Council about the status of various legal items.

PERSONNEL - The following actions were taken:

Hire Full Time Permit Clerk

On the motion made by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilman Johnson, the City Council
approved the recommendation from Mr. Henry Johnson, Director of Housing and Economic
Development, to hire Brianna Davidson as the full time Permit Clerk, pending all background
and pre-employment screenings. The recommendation was approved by the roll call votes of the
following council members: Stichnote, Jones, Wilson, Anderson, Johnson, Owens; R. Epps was
absent; Dugger voted against; none abstained.

Prepared by Deletra Hudson 10
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