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There were no more questions. The public hearing closed at 7:13 pm
Meeting called to order at 7:13 PM

B. REGULAR MEETING
1. Roll Call

Members present
Allan Stichnote, Miranda Jones, Francine Dugger, Gary Johnson, Miranda Jones, Phyllis
Anderson, Rodney Epps, Terry Wilson; Aja Owens (via phone)

Also, Present: Yolanda Austin, Mayor; Chelsea Draper, City Attorney representative; Deletra
Hudson, City Clerk; Henry Johnson, Director of Housing and Economic Development; Willie
Brandon Jr., Recreation Director, James (Jim) Maixner, Public Works Director of Streets and
Parks; Captain Juan Cox, St. Louis County Police Department.

2. Approval of the Agenda
On the motion made by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilwoman Jones, the Council
voted in favor to approve the agenda for the meeting of September 23, 2019.

3. Approval of the minutes from the Regular Meeting of August 26, 2019
On the motion made by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilman Epps, the Council voted
in favor to approve the minutes for the meeting of August 26, 2019.

C. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONERS, REMONSTRATIONS, COMPLAINTS AND
REQUESTS

1. Presentation of the 2018-2019 audit

Michael Williams, partner with Hochschild, Bloom & Company LLP, explained the different
audit documents. He started with the audit report, which he reviewed page by page. The City's
overall opinion was presented fairly in all material respects. Michael reviewed the management
discussions and city's financial position and statements. He stated the total assets of the City
were approX. $17.3 million compared to $16.3 million in the previous year. The liabilities were
$16 million compared to $10 million due to TIF notes issued in December 2017. As of March
31, 2019, the City had a positive total net position. Revenues were approx. $12 million compared
to expenses $10 million. There were more revenues than expenses around $1.7 million for the
years. There were more revenues compared to the previous year of revenue of approx. $11
million and expenses $ 10.5 million. He said that was a big picture summary of the revenues and
expenses.

He highlighted the major funds of the City: General Fund, Capital Improvement, Tax Increment
Financing, and Other Governmental Funds (smaller funds). General Fund is the main operating
fund of the City had total assets around $4,012,000; liabilities $260,000. The difference between
the assets and liabilities is called the Fund Balance. Total fund balance for the General Fund is
approx. $3,752,000. General Fund total revenues total $8,576,000; expenses $8,074,000, which
shows and increase in the Fund Balance of approx. $818,000. This is an improvement overall in
the net position of the General Fund.

Michael reviewed the Cash and Investment section and highlighted that all of the City's bank
balances are entirely secured and collateralized, which is good and in compliance with state law.
Capital Assets were overall increased from $8.3 million to $8.6 million. The City's pension
amounts reflected a significant difference due to the pension funds being assumed by Lagers. He
explained the changes. At the beginning of the year, there was an asset of $3,197,000 compared
to the end of the year which was around $5 million. This shows there is a net pension asset
recorded with the Missouri State Lagers plan in place, which is indicates that the City doesn’t
have a huge pension liability that you hear about with a lot of other governments. He went on to
explain the long-term debt of the City. Michael said the only significant long-term debt of the
City are the TIF bonds and notes, which are the liabilities of the different TIF funds that the City
has. Other general information included reviewing and comparing the original City budget to the
final budget. He informed the Council that there was more detail in the back of the audit report.
He pointed out the total revenues of the City at approximately $240,000 more than what was
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James Maixner explained that with the fuel issue, they were using the cards for the trucks to fuel
up equipment and cans. This item has been resolved because now the department has cards for
the cans, the parks and equipment. He said this shouldn’t come up anymore.

Councilwoman Anderson asked a question regarding comment #6 about who was in charge of
the Bank of America cards that were not being documented. She asked if they ever found the
missing five receipts out to of the 38 and the two Sam's cards. She asked if it was ever found.
Michael responded that he didn’t think it was found. He explained that for the $38.86, for the
test, it was the total. He said it was included. It doesn’t seem like a lot, but they wanted to let
you know that governments and nonprofits are exempt from taxes. So, they are asked for a tax
exemption letter. A lot of time the company doesn’t take, or you tell them that it is tax exempt,
but it is not entered right. So, the user ends up paying some sales tax. This is a reminder for the
people using the cards to make sure they ask for tax exempt and double check it when they make
the purchase. Councilwoman Anderson asked who should be in charge of documenting this.
Michael responded that it various on the cities. It could be the departments, management,
finance; it is not just one. Mayor Austin responded that each department gets their bill which is
turned into the Finance Department.

Councilman Johnson asked for clarity to Michael by saying that he noted there were missing
receipts, where the City could have paid more taxes but don’t know because of the missing
receipts and the City shouldn’t be paying taxes because of the tax exempt. Michael said that was
true. He said there were two separate issues. One is issue was the 5 out of 38 receipts were
missing for one account and 2 out of 14 for another account which is not a high percentage.
They didn’t know what was on the 7 missing receipts.

Councilwoman Jones asked about comment #2. She said there was a comment about the budget
exceeding 10%, there would need to be an amendment. She clarified that there were some
budgets that exceeded 10% and there wasn’t an amendment. Councilwoman Jones asked if the
amendments are done, would there be a citing for that. Michael said the comment was just for
the Sewer Lateral fund. He said the General Fund and other funds are ok. Councilwoman Jones
stated that the City should be ok because they already did the amendment for that fund. Michael
said the budget should be monitored for the whole fiscal year and check closer to the end of the
fiscal year to make sure nothing else changes.

Councilwoman Dugger announced that if there is a resident who wants to review the audit report
or notes referenced, she made her copy available to be reviewed since there will not be any
amendments or changes.

Councilman Johnson asked Michael if there has ever been an amendment to an audit after its
been completed. Michael said he has been doing this business for over 30 years and that he can't
remember doing that.

2. Comments by public. (Please sign in. Comments are limited to 3 minutes. See Decorum
Ordinance.)

a. Shirley Wayne, 5828 Janet, thanked the police officer for National Night Out. She said it
was her first time attending and it was an awesome event. She reported problem properties in her
neighborhood: 5825 Janet - vacant property with mattress and box spring in back yard and
weeds growing over the garage; 5826 & 5832 has overgrown weeds and residents live in the
properties; vacant lot at 5829 and 5831 Helen. She said she has reported all of the property
issues to the Building Division and wanted to follow up to see what has been done. She said
there is also a dumpster on the lot that people are dumping all kinds of things into.

b. Nancy Sparks, 7223 Sapphire, she started her comments by asking the Council to speak
clearly into their mics. She reported a house east of her house that has been vacant for about 20
years. The house is a haven for possums. She said she has fallen due to getting between her dog
and a possum on three occasions within the last month. Ms. Sparks said she has incurred vet
bills and roof repairs from fallen trees and fence damage. She paid to have two trees cut down
when the owner before last was supposed to have the issues taken care of but didn’t. Due to his
neglect, she had vet bills, roof repair, and fence damage. She said it is expensive. She proposed
to talk to the council to buy the property as close to $1 as she can, then she would tear it down.
She said she has been told that the property would be demolished over four years ago. She
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basic. Ms. Beck said since her last visit at the Council Meeting, she hasn't been contacted about
all of the complaints she had last time nor has there been a change in her complaints. There is
additional dumping taking place on the hotspot along Gareshe. She invited council to drive
through the southeast end of the 4th Ward, which consist of the 5200 - 5400 block of Wilborn,
Hamilton, Hodiamont, Helen, and Janet. She asked how long the Building Department has been
understaffed. Ms. Beck said the department is so dysfunctional it is not functional. She said she
hoped the City Council would consider contracting the services with St. Louis County for the
inspections. She said she spoke with the Director of Public Works at St. Louis County, Dan
Dreisewerd. Ms. Beck said they couldn’t help with the property maintenance, but they would
focus on the building inspections for occupancy permits and she said he told her there would not
be an additional fee. She said there are enough buildings where the building department should
focus solely on that.  She asked if there was talks of the City of Jennings dissolving and
incorporating into St. Louis County, similar to the municipality of St. George. She said she
encourage the City to take care of old unfinished business before considering building a new
City Hall. Ms. Beck asked what was wrong with the old City Hall. She said to the Council to
take care of the properties and vacant buildings. Mayor Austin responded that the Building
department has been understaffed about two months. She stated that there were two
recommendations for inspector being presented to the Council today for approval. Mayor Austin
clarified with Ms. Beck that none of her complaints have been completed. She confirmed that
we are correct. Mayor Austin asked Mr. Johnson and Jim about her complaints for Hodiamont
and Hamilton and report what's been done in the last 30 days.

Mr. Johnson responded with there has been numerous complaints responded to in the 4th Ward
on Hodiamont, Hamilton, and Helen. They have gone in to cut grass, remove trash, take care of
properties as best they can. He wasn’t aware of which address she is speaking of, but they have
addressed a number of properties in the area. Mayor asked Mr. Johnson to call Ms. Beck
tomorrow. Jim reported that about 10 properties have been cut in the 5200 Hamilton. They have
also addressed properties on Hodiamont. As properties come to them (Public works), they are
cutting them. They try to address 20-40 a week as they come in. Mayor Austin gets a weekly
report every Monday.

g. Quincy Sistronk, 4605 Edgewood. - no comment

h. Yolonda Fountain-Henderson, 8822 Sumter, she asked why the house at 2931 Solway
was boarded up constantly. It had been about a year since the trash and two derelict vehicles has
been at 2932 Solway. She said a couple of months ago she reported the graffiti on Lillian. She
said she was told that it was in Pine Lawn. That is not true. She asked Councilman Epps when
the graffiti on Lillian was going to get taken down. Ms. Henderson said she was called about
there being speed humps on McLaran since there has been a lot of high-speed chases in Jennings.
She informed the person that she would bring it to the council. She asked if the City could put
Linwood on the list to be paved since the residents use the street to move traffic to Linwood off
of Cozens. Ms. Henderson said for the beautification of the City, something needs to be done
with the island by White Castle and the one at Solway and West Florissant. You can't see cars
coming up at the island on Solway. She reported that the crime is so bad that her barber had to
leave the City. He business was burglarized. She said it is getting to be very embarrassing the
way the City of Jennings looks. She stated the cleanup should start with City Hall. Weeds need
to be pulled and not cut. She asked for the status on Eichler with the building. She also asked
where is the sign that is on Lamont and Halls Ferry where there should be no parking. She
stated the sign was missing and needs to be replaced.

Ms. Henderson announced the bonfire on October 11th at 5:30 p.m. near the tennis courts.
Homecoming is at 11 a.m. on Saturday October 12th. The game starts at 1 p.m. She said she has
been in Jennings for 42 years. She would like to see it looking better that it has been looking.
She said she is receiving a lot of phone calls about how the City looks. We need to cut the grass
and fix the streets.

3. Councilmember’s Reports (Reports are limited to 10 minutes. See Decorum Ordinance)

Councilwoman Owens (present via phone submitted a written report)- Open with a quote: “If
the people cannot trust their government to do the job for which it exists - to protect them and to
promote their common welfare - all else is lost.”-Barack Obama
e [ would like to thank The Building Department, Public Works Department and the Police
Department for all of the hard work you all do to keep the city afloat.
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Council members are making efforts to beautify the community. He reported that he recently
graduated from the Neighborhood Leadership Fellows program with UMSL Extension where he
and Councilman Wilson met some great people who are doing great work in the community. As
graduates of the program, the received a Chancellor Certificate in Civic Leadership and received
Proclamations from the St. Louis County, St. Louis City and the State Representative. He
announced the Historical Society is looking of a Treasurer and Secretary, and new members. The
organization meets quarterly and the next meeting is second Tuesday, December 10th at 6:30
p.m. He said he would pay half of the membership for those who join. He visited Height Park
Neighborhood Association meeting to see some of the things they are doing with their issues
with trash, grass, and vacant properties. He learned some things that he shared at his ward
meeting, which included creating a 3rd Ward Neighborhood Association. He invited people in
Ward 3 to come to the next meeting to learn more.

Councilman Johnson said there is a new Senate Bill 203 which addresses if you are next door to
a vacant property that you know is abandoned, you can cut the grass without trespassing. This is
some of what he learned at the Height Park meeting. He also learned about receiverships to get
some of the properties, turned them over to developers to try to get occupied. He announced a
"Say NO to Bully" event this Wednesday, September 25th from 6-8 p.m. at Jennings Jr. High
hosted by the Youth Commission. He announced there is a zoo coming to North County. There
is a public input meeting on September 24", 6-7:30 p.m. at 12385 Larrimore. He invited
residents of the 3rd Ward to contact him to help solve problems in the Ward. He provided his
personal phone number.

Councilwoman Anderson said at the 3rd Ward meeting, there were concerns about the
registration of dogs at 2106 McLaran on the dog getting out and chasing the residents. She asked
Jim if they can get back together and figure out the schedule for the street cleaning, which days
for each Ward. She reported grass issues at 8340 & 8339 Osborne and asked Jim to investigate
the issues. She announced the North St. Louis County Community clean up on October 5th from
10 am. - 1 p.m. The Cleanup will start at Jennings & Hall Ferry to Pine Lawn. Then they will
meet at 2 p.m. at Koeneman Park where Senator Brian Williams, Corey Bush, and the following
Mayors: Dellwood, Wellston, Moline Acres, Vinita Park and Northwoods and others will be
there. Hopefully they can talk more and get ideas about some of the issues being discussed at
this meeting.

Councilwoman Dugger said she was giving five of her minutes to the public. She said each
person that comes to speak would have one minute to speak if they still wanted to say something
to the Council. The first person to speak was Yolonda Pendleton, 7026 Minnie Ave., said to
Councilman Epps that she did not think that he should put everyone in the box by saying they
don’t do anything for their community. She said she knows how to get people off her block who
make noise when driving down the street, don’t cut their grass, or have loose pit bulls. Ms.
Pendleton said that Councilman Epps can't say that as a whole for the 4th Ward. The next person
to speak was Ms. Beck who said she doesn't appreciate the insinuation of Councilman Epps
saying the people need to do something. She said the complaints are about the people who are
living in the buildings and putting trash in their own yards. Ms. Beck said she has called City
Hall. She didn’t sit back and let it accumulate for months and months. She said she has called
the Building Department and spoke with Corey and Margie. There has been one complaint that
has been going on since November about a mattress and box spring in the yard of an occupied
house. After the comments of the public, Councilwoman Dugger said she wanted to allow that
time because the public has the right to say what they feel about what is going on and what they
want to see happen in their City. She said each council person is responsible for a ward but
overall, they are responsible for the City. She said to the public this is their time to let the
Council know where they are falling short. Councilwoman Dugger said if the public had a
concern, they shouldn’t have to wait another 30 days to say it.

Councilwoman Dugger said she is not getting a lot of complaints in Ward 2. She said she
understands that just because it is not in Ward 2 doesn’t mean it doesn't affect them. They are all
driving around and see the derelict properties and weeds. She agreed with the public when they
said they are looking at the City like that but there are talks of taxes and building new buildings
that the Council has never discussed talking about doing as a whole. Those are things that the
public should be concerned with. She said she is always available for those questions as well.
Just because you may not live in Ward 2, she said it doesn’t matter. You can call any of the
council members and talk with them about your concerns. They should be heard and addressed.
You should not have to come back every month and complain about the same issues.
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deplorable. She thanked Jim for his efforts and responding when called, with enthusiasm and a
smile. She said she appreciates it. Even when he is on vacation, he takes calls.

Councilwoman Jones announced she just attended a workforce conference at Washington
University where they were discussing the outlook for the region, in terms of the workforce.
There is a concern about the workforce in the region because there are not a lot of people
graduating from high school going to get jobs. There are a lot of jobs that people are not able to
get because not everyone gets a college degree. During this conference, they talked about
Jennings and the model that they have at the Jennings High School, Dr. McCoy and the
innovation that they have in the Jennings district. She said people pay millions of dollars to
move into areas with good school districts. People want their kids to go to schools in good
districts. She said Jennings has that in its favor. The school district is up and coming and
attractive to people coming to the area. There is affordable housing and a decent education for
the children, along with innovative things going on. Now the community needs to wrap services
around them. She said we must now look at what the community offers the children. There is
not a recreation center in the community, but Bellefontaine and other places have things for
children to do. She said she is heartbroken about what is going on with children in the
community. Councilwoman Jones said that in her professional life, she works at Better Family
Life as Vice President of Youth Services. She said to see the children in the community who
have been recently killed, there must be more for other children to do in the community. So, the
talk of our tax dollars going towards a recreation center that gives facilities for children and
families to stay in the community, do healthy and recreational things, it is something that needs
to be thought about and considered. She said if the city gets the recreation center or not, it will
not get the streets paved any faster. Councilwoman Jones said they need to look at how the
budgets are laid out because the money will come from a different pool of finances. She said she
would like to have more conversations about how the taxes are broken down. She announced
that Ward 1 is looking to have a ward meeting on October 1st. That may be a time to start those
conversations in a smaller forum. She said they are willing to have those conversations.

Councilwoman Jones announced that the Governor was in the area over the past week. She said
they had conversations with him around crime. He will have a new initiative starting October 1st
that starts with boots on the ground and highway patrol. She expressed concern of whether
Jennings is going to get anything with the boots on the ground. There are a lot of high-speed
chases in the area. There are talks about speed humps, which she said she is not a fan of. She
said the city needs to come up with a crime plan and ask for what we want. She said Walgreens
is closing 200 stores. She talked to the manager to find out how they are determining which
stores to close. The manager responded that the stores with high theft. She said theft in
Walgreen is ridiculous. She has been in the store on several times when the thefts occurred. She
doesn’t know what to do but we need to come up with something. The speed humps may help to
slow down the traffic.

Councilwoman Jones reported some electricity outages in the area, particularly Jennings Station
Road. She asked Jim if he knew what was happening with the electricity being up and down
over the past four days. Jim had no response. She asked Jim to research the outages with
Ameren.

She again announced a potential Ward 1 meeting on October 1, before the Community Clean up
on October 5th. She asked the public to watch the board for the information. The residents may
have input on clean up areas that need to be shared with the City. Homecoming is on October
12th and the Stanley Cup is coming on October 8th.

The Police Athletic League (PAL) is looking to put together a soccer league. She encouraged
the public to look out for more information. She said she doesn’t know of one of the
councilmembers who are not trying. They may have different ways of doing things. They all
have their own strengths. Whatever happens in one ward affects all of wards. She encouraged
the council members to keep working together for the good of the whole city.

Councilman Stichnote announced the Sr. Commission September Bingo on this Thursday from
12-2 pm. October 26th is the Trunk or Treat at Koeneman Park from 2-4 pm by pavilion. He
announced that Mayor Austin was in the St. Louis American this past week. Councilman
Stichnote informed the public that if they have issues and call City Hall or Building Department
but can’t get any results, call their council person.
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This was information so that everyone knows what is going on. Councilman Johnson ask what
happens to the items that don’t sell at the auction. Councilman Wilson responded that the items
would be sold on their website.

Councilman Wilson also informed the public that the committee discussed the RFQ for
professional design services. He informed the public that the City passed an ordinance to move
forward with pursuing the possible building of a new City Hall and Recreation Center. Part of
the process of during so was having someone put that together. He said what we are doing now
is not actually building the building. We are putting the proposal together. In order to put the
proposal together, we must have proper specifications, pricing, and community engagement.
You can do community engagement without a product. So, part of the process is bringing on a
design team and architectural firm. The City posted an RFQ (Request for Qualification). The
city got responses from companies who presented their qualifications. He said KAl is the
company present who exceeded the qualifications. Now is time to negotiate services. Then
there will be a proposal for Construction Management. He said this is all new to the City
considering the last building built was the City Hall.

2. Public Works & Building Committee

Councilman Epps reported that there has not been a meeting. He said the solid waste and public
works committee will meet within the month. He informed the Council that they should have
received a copy of the current waste contract with Waste Management, where the prices and
services are highlighted. He asked the council and residents to provide their input on anything
that they want to change or add.

3. Parks & Recreation Committee

Councilman Stichnote reported there was a meeting on September 15th. He said there were two
items on the agenda: (1) Approval of the bid for Sievers Park Improvement project. Bids
opening was held on August 21st. The lowest, responsible bidder was Meddler Developer LLC.
The budget for the project was $650,000 and the lowest bid came in at $799,000. Ken Kietel
worked with the contractor to reduce the project cost by making changes without changing the
overall project. Councilman Stichnote reported the second agenda item was the (2) Park Budget.
The Park Tax budget provided by the Finance Director shows there were funds available to
complete the Sievers Park improvement project.

On the motion made by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilman Johnson, the Committee
voted in favor to recommend to the City Council to award the Sievers Park Improvement
contract to Meddler Development LLC as Construction Manager of the park improvement.

4. Policy and Ordinance Committee - Councilwoman Jones reported no meeting.

5. Municipal League

Councilman Wilson reported that the Municipal League General Meeting location was changed
from Ballwin to Maryland Heights. The meeting is this Thursday and he will forward the
information for those interested in attending. He reported that he, along with Councilwoman
Dugger, Mayor Austin, Councilwoman Owens, and Deletra Hudson, City Clerk, attended the
Municipal League Conference held in St. Charles MO. Next year, the conference will be held in
Kansas City.

6. Planning Commission - Councilman Johnson reported no meeting

7. Youth Commission - report was included in the packets

8. Senior Commission - no meeting.

F. LEGAL BUSINESS (Proposed Ordinances)

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF JENNINGS, ORDERING THE LEVYING AND
ESTABLISHING THE RATE OF THE MUNICIPAL TAXES FOR MUNICIPAL
PURPOSES AND WEST FLORISSANT BUSINESS DISTRICT TO BE COLLECTED
FOR THE YEAR OF 2019.

There was a motion for the first reading made by Councilwoman Anderson, seconded by
Councilman Epps for Bill #2583. Chelsea did the first reading of the ordinance. On the motion
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Councilwoman Jones questioned the two checks to the West Florissant Business District, check #
045617 & 18. The two checks were for the same amount on the same day on page 3 of the check
history. She asked if that was correct. Brenda said there should be one check for $14,000 and
the other may be a voided check. She said it would be reversed.

On the motion made by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilman Epps, the Council voted
in favor by the following roll call of the council members for approval of the monthly bills with
the correction: Stichnote, Jones, Wilson, Anderson, Johnson, Epps; Dugger opposed; Owens
present via phone, not voting; none abstaining,

8. Motion for closed session, Legal and Personnel (RSMO 610:021-1,3)

On the motion for Councilwoman Dugger, seconded by Councilwoman Jones, the Council voted
in favor by the following roll call vote of council members: Stichnote, Jones, Wilson, Dugger,
Anderson, Johnson, Epps; Owens present via phone, not voting; none opposing nor abstaining

I. MAYOR'S CLOSING REMARKS - Mayor Austin thanked everyone who attended and
stayed for the meeting. She announced a five-minute break before closed session.

J. CLOSED SESSION, LEGAL AND PERSONNEL (RSMO 610:021-1,3)

After a brief recess, the City Council members met in closed session. Also present were the
Mayor Yolanda Austin; City Attorney Representative, Chelsea Draper; and City Clerk, Deletra
Hudson.

PERSONNEL

Hire Full Time Code Enforcement Inspectors

On the motion made by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilman Johnson, the City Council
approved the recommendation from the Director of Housing and Economic Development, to hire
Joseph Cazzell as the full time Code Enforcement Inspector pending all background and pre-
employment screenings. The recommendation was approved by the following roll call vote of
council members: Stichnote, Jones, Wilson, Johnson, R. Epps; Owens was absent; Dugger and
Anderson voted against; none abstained.

On the motion made by Councilwoman Jones, seconded by Councilman Johnson, the City
Council approved the recommendation from the Director of Housing and Economic
Development, to hire Casionia Peebles-Miller as the full time Code Enforcement Inspector
pending all background and pre-employment screenings. The recommendation was approved by
the following roll call vote of council members: Stichnote, Jones, Wilson, Dugger, Anderson,
Johnson, R. Epps; Owens was absent; none voted against nor abstained.

K. ADJOURNMENT

Councilman Wilson and Councilman Johnson left the meeting at 9:50 p.m. Councilman Epps
left the meeting at approximately 10:00 p.m. The meeting ended due to a loss of a quorum.

\ w& f&&sm\?ﬂn\\(

\ Yolanda Austin, Mayor

Attest: R

. mml\mrr\ _h\ﬁh.mvmﬁ.hw/
Deletra Hudson, City Clerk
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