Minutes of the City Council Regular Meeting
Jennings City Hall
Telemeeting Via Zoom Video
February 27, 2023
Regular Council Meeting 7:00 p.m.

The two thousand four hundred and forty-fifth meeting of the Jennings City Council was held on
Monday, February 27, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. in person and via Zoom Video.

A. REGULAR MEETING

1. Call to Order - The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

2. Pledge of Allegiance
3. Roll Call

Council members present: Councilman Stichnote, Councilwoman Wilson, Councilman Wilson,
Councilwoman Brown, Councilwoman Morton, Councilman Johnson, Councilwoman Clower,
and Councilman Turner.

Council member(s) absent: none.
Also present: Mayor Yolanda Austin; Deletra Hudson, City Clerk; and Sam Alton, City Attorney.
4. Approval of the Agenda

On the motion made by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilman Stichnote, the City Council
approved the agenda for the meeting. All in favor; none opposed.

S. Copy of Approval of the minutes from the Regular Meeting of January 23, 2023

On the motion made by Councilwoman Brown, seconded by Councilman Wilson, the City Council
approved the minutes from the Regular Meeting of January 23, 2023.

6. Approval of the minutes from the Special Meeting of February 8, 2023

On the motion made by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilman Stichnote, the City Council
approved the minutes from the Special Meeting of February 8, 2023.

B. PRESENTATION OF PETITIONERS, REMONSTRATIONS, COMPLAINTS, AND
REQUESTS

1. Comments by the public. (Please sign in. Comments are limited to 3 minutes. See Decorum
Ordinance.)

Chloe Nave, 2405 McLaran Ave., stated her first issue is concerning speed bumps. She asked are
there any plans to install signs that say speed bump ahead. She said some of the speed bumps are
on a hill and it’s hard to see when one is approaching one. Mayor Austin said Jim will get with her
about the streets she’s referring to. Ms. Nave said her second issue is a vacant house that has refuse
in the yard. She stated her husband has called several times since last year. She said the weeds
were finally cut down. Ms. Nave stated she pays a waste management bill and wonders if those
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Marvietta Beck (via zoom), asked do the council members and Mayor go through a security check
at the council meetings. Mayor Austin stated she doesn’t. Ms. Beck stated she would feel safer if
everybody went through it, including the Council and Mayor. She said she would like that changed
in the future. She reported two homes near her residence are not secured, they are vacant. She
stated one is 5458 at the corner of Hodiamont and Garesche, the front door is wide open. She
reported 5479 Hamilton, the house has been vacant for 9 months and the basement window is
open. Ms. Beck asked Jim if Garesche between Helen and Hodiamont could be paved. She said
something like a large pothole is there. She said 5426 Hodiamont, there is no improvement with
all those cars still there. Ms. Beck stated the candidates that are running for office, does anyone
check to see if their taxes are all paid. Mayor Austin stated they do not check to verify if their taxes
are paid, she said they sign an affidavit in which they are saying they have paid their taxes. She
stated someone has to file a complaint first. Jim added that he and Kellie have been working on
the Garesche project for some time and it’s going to be from Janet down to Wilborn with the
CDBG funds. He said the 5400 block he got a call on that today, he stated it was a utility cut, with
them doing a lead replacement.

State Rep. Yolonda Henderson (via zoom), stated she has reported 2525 Hord for over 6 months.
Ms. Henderson asked Mayor Austin why she has Alice Wilson on the city website, welcoming her
as a new council member, while she is running for public office. She reported she didn’t put
Councilwoman Morton on the city website. She said they have never done that, and she needs to
take that down while being in an election. Ms. Henderson reported pole J397, which is in front of
the school Gary Gore, the lights need to be changed. She said it is completely dark and when you
go down the hill it is dark, and she has been reporting that for 6 months. She reported 8917 St.
Cyr. the green car is still in the middle of the yard. She said 2407 Petrov,a the back yard is filled
with trash. Ms. Henderson stated she reported a dog being loose on Darnell over and over again.
She said the residents are getting furious because the dog doesn’t have a leash on, and he runs
freely. Ms. Henderson expressed her feelings about what happened at the last council meeting. She
said she is very disappointed at what happened. She said she felt like Mayor Austin pushed Aja
Owens to get upset. She reported since Cori Bush's information is on the city website can she put
her information on the website so that residents can know what's going on in Jefferson City. She
also said they can go to her website and she will send out a weekly booklet on what's going on.
Councilwoman Wilson asked if she has a picture of the dog. She said yes. Councilwoman Wilson
asked her to forward the information she has on the dog.

Aja Owens (via zoom), stated she wanted to address what happened at the council meeting. She
stated she wanted to apologize to the City of Jennings, the Council, and Mayor Austin for her
conduct. She expressed that she wanted to give more clarity on why she responded the way she
did. She stated the seniors from Fairview Village were displaced and she went there to help out.
She said there's this narrative that’s out that she asked the Urban League or Rise Management to
stop servicing the seniors. She stated that never happened. She reported the Urban League and
Rise didn’t stop servicing the seniors. She said she understands that Mayor Austin was trying to
thank her. She said the way it came off, made it seem like she was trying to stop the services the
seniors were already getting. Ms. Owens said she apologizes to everyone for how she responded.
She said many people helped and assisted those seniors. She stated she is a former council member
from the 4™ Ward, and Fairview Village is in that Ward. She still has a relationship with some of
the seniors. She said some of them reached out to her personally to come over and assist them
when the tragedy happened. She continued by saying, she would never ask anyone to stop assisting
the seniors.

2. Councilmember’s Reports (Reports are limited to 5 minutes. See Decorum Ordinance)

Councilman Turner stated last month he shared he had a stroke. He said he wanted to
acknowledge the un-present guest that’s always there, Jesus Christ. He said because of that
situation taking place, his life is wonderful. He stated he asked Public Works about dumping on
Hamilton. He said if Jim could take care of that it’ll be helpful. He stated there's a house at 8510
Hamilton that was sold a while back, and it’s still vacant. He reported he asked one of the
inspectors to go by there, but he is not sure if they did or not. He said he mentioned the house
that caught fire at the last meeting. He said he gave them an application, but he is unsure if they
turned them in or not.

Councilwoman Clower asked Sam if it was appropriate to talk about religion as a council
member at City Hall. She stated she has been gone for 2 months and Ward 4 looks a mess. She
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he has gotten several requests for stop signs and speedbumps. Jim stated the stop sign is on the
agenda for the next Public Works meeting. He said as far as the speed bump the resident is
requesting more police presence. He said the resident is asking for speed humps not speed bumps.
Councilman Wilson reported March 9% is the Neighborhood Watch Meeting and the application
for the Citizens Police Academy is available. He said on March 25™ he and Councilwoman Brown
are hosting a Ward 2 First Time Homebuyers Event. He said they've partnered with Evergreen &
Reality, State Farm Insurance, Legacy Title Escrow, Crown Insurance, and Allen Engineer
Specialist. He said there will be speakers there going over the full process. He said it will be held
at the Jennings Civic Center from 10 am.-12 p.m.

Councilwoman Brown said they have a Curb Appeal contest going. She said if you have a green
thumb and you enjoy working with flowers they will come by twice a year and check your yard.
She said the winner will be up for a very nice prize. She reported Anni, who’s the programs
coordinator, said 12 residents signed up already. She said it was good to hear the news blast today
concerning the Curb Appeal. Councilwoman Brown thanked Lola Nash. She said their seniors at
Jennings Place Apartments, will be participating in the Curb Appeal contest with container
flowers. She reported they have one business owner on board, which is STS Carcare. She said the
Senior Commission invited the Community Action Agency of St. Louis County Inc. to make their
mobile outreach unit available last Thursday. She said the people were coming in to get
information on home energy assistance and many other services. Councilwoman Brown closed out
her report by saying let us keep working together and moving forward with visionary leadership.

Councilwoman Wilson stated she has been a resident of Jennings for the past 5 or 6 years. She
said she has been an active member of the Youth Commission for the past 4 years. She stated she
help put together events for the youth in Jennings. She reported they do have an event coming up
called March Madness, which is on March 18™ from 2-5 p.m. at Gary Gore. She said you will be
able to watch the games and play in some as well. Councilwoman Wilson stated she is new to the
council and wants to learn as much as she can. She reported she attended the Missouri Municipal
League Conference in Jefferson City. She said she received a lot of valuable information there and
did a little networking. She stated that she is being very observant and that she is open and willing
to learn. She stated if you are a senior 62 or older or disabled and you own your home, Beyond
Housing has listed Jennings as one of their cities for the Home Repair Program. She said to contact
Beyond Housing for more information.

Councilman Stichnote welcomed Councilwoman Alice Wilson to the council. He reported across
from 8805 College there are several bags of trash and a couch on the curb. He said to Captain
Mann that he has received complaints from the contractors at the Fire House about speeding
vehicles. He also mentioned that he has gotten complaints about temporary tags and no license
plates. He asked are they still working on that issue. Captain Mann explained, since they’ve
transitioned over to 12-hour shifts, they have additional officers patrolling the City of Jennings.
He said they do speed enforcement throughout the city with those extra cars. He said it’s hard to
do radar enforcement because the officers are radio responsive. He said a radio call takes priority
over traffic enforcement. He said an officer can post up for about 15-20 minutes, but a radio call
may pull them away. Captain Man stated they are trying to allocate their resources accordingly, to
get those specialized assignments and their highway safety unit back up as well. He said as far as
the temporary tags, that’s a problem throughout the region again. He said from his experience most
of those drivers have already been cited. He explained they do not sieze temporary tags from
motorists. He said those temporary tags have an identification marker that they can run through
the Department of Revenue. If they get a car involved in a crime they can trace the tag back to the
individual. Councilman Stichnote reported several potholes near the 8800 block and 2400 block
of Sharidge. He asked if anyone can give him an update on 8811 Scottdale. He said he has turned
in that address several times. Jim said he believes that the house was auctioned and the person who
bought it didn’t know what they were walking into. He said that address was sent to his department
for clean up and he will see movement on that. Councilman Stichnote asked if anyone has noticed
a little white card on their front door. He said the card is from St. Louis County Assessment Bureau.
He reported St. Louis County is going to raise their taxes to 15%. He said the assessment is for St.
Louis County, not Jennings.

3. MAYOR'S REPORT

Mayor Austin thanked St. Louis County’s Sam Paige who appointed her to the Criminal Justice
Coordinating Council for another term. She reported they met last week and spoke about the need
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3. Approval of the contractor recommended for the 2021 CDBG Demolition

On the motion made by Councilwoman Clower, seconded by Councilman Wilson, the council
voted to approve the contractor recommended for the 2021 CDBG Demolition. All in favor,
none, opposed.

4. Approval of the contractor for the City of Jennings Demolition

On the motion made by Councilwoman Clower, seconded by Councilman Turner, the council
voted to approve the contractor for the COJ Demolition. All in favor, none opposed.

5. Approval of the disposition of non-operational and obsolete computer equipment

On the motion made by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilwoman Brown, the council
voted to approve the disposition of non-operational and obsolete computer equipment. All in
favor, none opposed.

6. Approval of the auction with Purple Wave

On the motion made by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilman Stichnote, the council voted
to approve the auction with Purple Wave. All in favor, none opposed.

7. Approval of the participating in the government buyback program

On the motion made by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilman Turner, the council voted
to approve the participation in the government buyback program. All in favor, none opposed.

8. Approval of the purchase of the city vehicles

On the motion made by Councilwoman Brown, seconded by Councilman Wilson, the council
voted to approve the purchase of the city vehicles. All in favor, none opposed.

9. Approval of the installation of speed bumps

On the motion made by Councilwoman Brown, seconded by Councilman Stichnote, the council
voted to approve the installation of speed bumps. All in favor, none opposed.

10. Approval of the monthly bills for payment

On the motion made by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilman Turner, the council voted
to approve the monthly bills. All in favor, none opposed.

Councilman Johnson reported he has been out on McLaran and Xograph night in and night out
looking for St. Louis Protection. He said they were not there. He said he witnessed them not being
there but an invoice was turned in from the previous five weeks. He expressed that he has concerns
about paying them, Mayor Austin asked if he spoke with Lieutenant Jones about the matter. He
said no, he just noticed it tonight on the last page of the bills. He said his concern is that he did not
see them out there and they’ve turned in invoices to get paid. He then asked how can this situation
go forward if he witnessed them not being there. Councilman Wilson asked Lieutenant Jones how
do they verify their time. Lieutenant Jones stated he emails Stephanie Crayton what's emailed to
him and that is how they pay the bills. Councilman Wilson stated so nobody verifies if they’re
there. He then asked what’s the accountability of knowing if they were there. Lieutenant Jones
said he takes pictures but he doesn’t go by there every day to see if they’re there. He stated he’s
going by there at times when they are there and Councilman Johnson is going by during times
they’re not. He said he hasn’t received any reports of them not being there. Councilman Johnson
reported there’s a resident who lives very close to the building and he said he hasn’t seen anyone.
He also mentioned there is a lady who has a camera on her house who says she never sees them
either. Councilwoman Wilson asked if the lady’s camera is registered with the police. He stated
no. Councilman Johnson stated he just wants to know who they’re verifying their time with.

Councilwoman Clower stated she has concerns too. She said she knows companies have to check
in or have proof showing they’re on sight. She said the city is constantly paying the security
company and they’re being told that they’re not on sight. She suggested before paying the security
company they need to think some things out. Councilwoman Morton asked if the Lieutenant could
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On the motion made by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilman Turner, the City Council
voted by the following roll call of councilmembers in favor of adjourning at 10:47 p.m.: Stichnote,
Wilson, Brown, Morton, Johnson, and Turner; Clower absent; none opposing nor abstaining.

"

el

Approved: /
Yolanda Austin, Mayor

Attest: T 5
o Yl \\\\\.}
Deletra Hudson, City Clerk
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