Minutes of the City Council Special Meeting
Jennings City Hall
Telemeeting Via Zoom Video
Wednesday February 8, 2023 — 5:00 p.m.

The two thousand four hundred and forty-fourth meeting of the Jennings City Council was held
on Wednesday, February 8, 2023 at 5:00 p.m. in person and via Zoom Video.

A. SPECIAL MEETING

1. Call to Order - The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m.
2. Roll Call

Council members present: Councilman Stichnote, Councilwoman Wilson (via zoom),
Councilman Wilson, Councilwoman Brown, Councilwoman Morton (via zoom), Councilman
Johnson, Councilwoman Clower (via zoom), and Councilman Turner.

Council member(s) absent: none

Also present: Mayor Yolanda Austin; Deletra Hudson, City Clerk; and Sam Alton, City Attorney
(via zoom)

B. LEGAL BUSINESS (Proposed Ordinances)

1. AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF JENNINGS, MISSOURI, AUTHORIZING THE
APPROVAL, REQUISITION, ACQUISITION, AND/OR PURCHASE OF MULTIPLE
REAL PROPERTIES SITUATED WITHIN THE CITY OF JENNINGS, STATE OF
MISSOURI.

On the motion for the first reading made by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilman
Stichnote for Bill #2698. Sam did the first reading of the ordinance.

On the motion for the second reading made by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilman
Stichnote. Sam did the second reading of the ordinance.

Bill #2698 became Ordinance #2633.
C. NEW BUSINESS
1. Approval of the Community Emergency Relief Program

Mayor Austin read aloud the mission, and the requirements residents will need to apply for the
grant. Councilman Wilson thanked the committee for coming together and coming up with a plan.
Councilwoman Clower expressed her concerns about residents having to have homeowner or
renter insurance to apply. Councilman Wilson stated the city would like to see those documents if
they have them but it’s not a requirement. He said they’re not going to deny a person just because
they don’t have insurance. Councilwoman Morton asked for clarity on the guidelines only
speaking to the residents and not businesses. Deletra stated due to the short time frame she was
only able to concentrate on the residents which was the most pressing need. She said she will come
back with a separate application for the businesses. She said they didn’t discuss the guidelines for
the businesses just the residents. Councilman Wilson said that will be on the agenda at the next
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instead of allocating money within the $339,000. He asked why are we adding money on top of
money. He said to eliminate the business component in the Community Relief Fund. He reported
the businesses don’t assist with anything in the City of Jennings. He said they need to use the
$339,000 that’s specifically for small businesses for businesses. Councilman Wilson stated to say
the businesses do nothing for the city is terrible. He said if it wasn’t for businesses the city wouldn’t
have revenue for taxes. He said businesses pay taxes just like residents. Councilman Wilson said
this is an Emergency Relief fund which means all businesses won't be eligible for the funds unless
there’s an emergency. He said that this specific fund is created for the residents only. Councilman
Wilson stated he doesn’t think it’s a good idea to just leave out the businesses, especially when the
mission states it’s for residents and businesses. Councilman Johnson said instead of using the funds
that are already allocated for small businesses the committee created another line item and put new
money in it. Councilwoman Brown shared that several businesses, have made contributions they
just don’t advertise it. Councilwoman Clower stated most times businesses have insurance, so
shouldn’t they be able to get emergency funds through their insurance. Councilman Wilson said
just because they’re a business doesn’t mean they’re rich. He said there are small businesses that
suffer just like residents. He said some businesses and residents can’t afford insurance.
Councilman Johnson asked as a business owner, is it required to have insurance in the City of
Jennings. Sam said every business is supposed to have insurance. Councilwoman Wilson stated
most times businesses with insurance do come with a deductible and some small businesses may
not be able to pay it. She said this fund could assist in paying the deductible.

2, Approval of the ARPA Budget Amendment

On the motion made by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilman Stichnote the Council voted
to approve the ARPA Budget Amendment. All in favor, none opposed.

D. ADJOURNMENT

On the motion made by Councilman Wilson, seconded by Councilman Stichnote, the City Council

voted by the following roll call of councilmembers in favor of adjourning at 5:47 p.m.: Stichnote,
Wilson, Wilson, Brown, Morton, Johnson, Clower, and Turner.

Y/olanda Austin, Mayor

Attest: ﬁ\h 1l %w\&\w&&@\r\

Beletra Hudson, City Clerk

Approved:
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